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EDITORIAL 

Dear Readers,

I’d like to welcome you all in the 9th issue of the Headquar-
ters’ HERALD magazine. The magazine is an extension of NRDC-
GR website (www.nrdc.gr), bringing you the views, opinions and 
experiences of the staff and subject master experts from the 
NΑΤΟ community as well as views and beliefs of special guests.

We focus in providing you with the most current and in-
formed perspectives on military, security, collaborative activities, 
historical, science, cultural and other issues of a global interest. 
All of the articles have been written exclusively for the magazine.

Up to now 2017 has been a very busy year, full of achieving 
objectives and overcoming obstacles and challenges, as NRDC-
GR worked with other members and organizations from the Hel-
lenic National Defense General Staff, NATO community, and Af-
filiated Formations to the roadmap to Exercise Gordian Knot’17, 
that constitute a significant milestone on the transition of our 
Headquarters to a Joint Task Force HQ. 

The Public Affairs Office would like to express its appreci-
ation to our contributing guests and writers for the articles, in-
terviews, news and events coverage, and more. We remind you 
that the views expressed in the articles are those of the contrib-
uting writers do not represent the official opinions of NRDC-GR 
or NATO. 

In addition, we want to thank our readers for their support. 
We value your contributions, criticisms, and praises in our goal 
of informing you on the latest developments at NRDC-GR HQ. 
Any input and ideas you may have to improve the experience 
we deliver are greatly appreciated, and we welcome individuals 
who wish to write to be included in our next magazine issue.

Before closing, the Public Affairs Team wishes you and your 
families, health and prosperity, and all the best in your endeav-
ors and efforts for the rest of the year. 

Best Wishes

Stavros SIDIROPOULOS
OF-5 (H AF)

Chief Chief PAO/PAA 
NRDC-GR/PAO
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Once more I welcome our readers to 
another edition of NRDC-GR Herald Mag-
azine. Nowadays the Alliance is being 
challenged by the emerging threats from 
East and South of Europe, which together 
with the “hybrid” character of the meth-
ods used, result in creating significant 
changes in the contemporary, increasing-
ly diverse, unpredictable and demanding 
security environment. “There is an arc of 
insecurity and instability along NATO’s 
periphery and beyond”, as very correct 
the Warsaw Summit Communiqué states.

In the same framework, during the 
2014 Wales Summit, NATO Strategic Di-
rection - South (NSD-S) was described 
as an area of growing instability with 
trans-national and multi-dimensional 
threats, where achieving peace and sta-
bility would be essential for Alliance se-
curity. In large this threat emerges from 
the dynamic instability associated with 
the Arab Spring, the expansion of Jihad-
ism, and the in flux of illegal immigration. 
NATO faces today the threat of terror-
ist attacks, in the framework of a new, 
evolved form of “hybrid” warfare. Such 

attacks highlight the changing nature of 
threats for NATO allies, deriving from 
the Alliance’s Southern flank. Most of 
these threats are transnational and vol-
atile, characterized by political instability 
with different intensities of violence and 
timescales, generated by inter-connected 
socio-economic, cultural/ideological and 
political drivers. In general, they could 
be classified as Inter-State Conflicts, Pro-
liferation of Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion among state and non-state actors, 
Radicalisation, Terrorism, Insurgency and 
State Failure.

NRDC-GR had the pleasure and hon-
our to host in Thessaloniki, during the 
last semester, the NSD-S conference, or-
ganised by LANDCOM, that has been a 
great platform for exchanging ideas and 
experiences, while at the same time in-
crease our cooperation and integration 
of our common tools as a key issue to 
understand deeper the extremely com-
plicated security environment of NATO 
Strategic Direction - South. I would like to 
express once more many thanks to LAND-
COM and General Williams personally for 

choosing NRDC-GR for hosting this con-
ference of great significance, that addi-
tionally outlines the valuable role of our 
HQ, being located in the Southeastern 
part of Europe.

Dedicated to this role as a mem-
ber of the Alliance, NRDC-GR continues 
its efforts towards its evaluation as JTF 
Headquarters. NRDC-GR demonstrates 
significant progress in adapting to the 
emerging security threats in the physi-
cal, virtual and psychological dimensions, 
through training and preparedness of its 
personnel, as well as their dedication and 
commitment to further adaption in order 
to be prepared to respond to future se-
curity challenges as part of the Alliance 
effort. I would like to thank each one of 
the national and international personnel 
of the HQ for their dedication and pro-
fessionalism. Even more I would like to 
thank the Affiliated Formations - Units 
for their contribution and stress the im-
portance of the bonds created and com-
mon understanding shared among us, by 
training together.

Closing, I’d like to remind once more 
my intent, which remains focused in 
achieving NRDC-GR’s goals, concerning 
its contribution to the defence of the Alli-
ance, in any role tasked each time. Main-
taining our rapid deployment capability 
in the frame of NATO commitment, NATO 
Rapid Deployable Corps - Greece infil-
trates to all its personnel, national and 
international, the gravity of its role con-
cerning its contribution to the security of 
the Alliance, according to the principles 
of professionalism, optimism and morale, 
while keeping exquisite human relation-
ships.

January 17-September 17/Issue 09

Commander NRDC - GR HQs 
Lieutenant General Dimitrios BIKOS



Editorial
Deputy Commander NRDC - GR HQs 

Major General Dimitar Krumov ILIEV

NRDC-GR has devoted all of its ef-
forts for the achievement of the goal of 
becoming a fully operational JHQ capable 
of commanding a SJO. One of the biggest 
challenges that we face is the close prox-
imity of GOKT17 and TRJR18 which will 
stretch our resources and put to the test 
the resolve of our staff officers (SO). Nev-
ertheless we are more than certain that 
our hard work will be rewarded and in 
June 2018 we will proudly take our place 
as a “Stand By” HQ in the NATO LTRP.

In order to achieve better interop-
erability we are in a steady and fruitful 
contact with all of the NFS headquarters 
using their experience and expertise. The 
results of this cooperation are already 
visible. We have received very high rec-
ognition for the various events that we 
host. Our SOs take part in numerous ex-
ercises and seminars conducted across 
the NFS where they have achieved ex-
cellent results; last but not least the 
NRDC-GR draws invaluable lessons from 

these exercises. I can proudly say that the 
NRDC-GR has built solid official and un-
official relationships with our fellow HQs 
not only on CG level but also on SO level. 
This way we can always rely on each oth-
er for support, augmentation and advice. 

Constantly following our path, we’ve 
stepped on the solid foundation laid be-
fore us and on our own achievements 
accomplished in 2016. One significant 
example is the enhancement of the co-
operation with our affiliated units. This 
cooperation can prove essential in the 
light of the upcoming national and NATO 
evaluations. We expect the brigades and 
divisions to support us with response 
cells that will be integral part of the EX-
CON of the exercises. This is a challenge 
for the affiliated units because they will 
operate in a very complex environment 
mirroring the experiences that a tactical 
unit HQ will face in a real SJO. This coop-
eration is of significant importance for us 
too. It is the only way we can replicate 

the live interaction with the subordinate 
units and this interaction will be one of 
the focal points on which NRDC-GR will 
be evaluated.

Serving as a direct link between 
NRDC-GR and the affiliated units the 
Command Group continues its commit-
ment to stay in touch, as one off the most 
important tasks that we have achieved. 
Both I and COM NRDC-GR visited some 
formations in Greece and abroad. As a re-
sult of these visits the commander, LTGEN 
Dimitrios BIKOS shared with us his vision 
on the enhancement of this cooperation. 
Based on it the HQ has created an op-
erational design for its implementation. 
The Desired End State of the operational 
design is the establishment and sustain-
ment of a solid, continuous and effective 
affiliation relation. In order to reach to 
the desired end state three objectives 
were identified. The first is the establish-
ment of interoperability in capabilities, 
procedures and methods. The second is 
the establishment and sustainment of 
continuous flow of activities, and last but 
not least the establishment of mutual 
knowledge at Command Group and staff 
levels. The process of refining the docu-
ment brought up many different ques-
tions which were not on our radars. This 
helped us to improve our understanding 
of the multinational environment we are 
in, and to effectively cope with all the 
challenges that it presents.

One thing is sure, as we stand united 
in our effort to improve ourselves no ob-
stacle is big enough and no barrier high 
enough to stop our resolve to strive for 
achieving excellence.  
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DCOS OPS B. General SANCHEZ TAPIA Salvador 
Farewell Interview by Chief Public Affairs

Today it is a day of mixed feelings, 
both honor and regret. I have the op-
portunity to interview Brigadier Gen-
eral (ESP A) Sanchez Tapia Salvador, 
our Deputy Chief of Staff Operations, 
a Spanish General that I would de-
scribe with admiration and respect 
for those years we have worked to-
gether.

The challenges we have overcome 
all these years, and the excitement 
of participating in our HQ’s annual 
exercises, trained together, suffered 
together, and sweat together — and 
been rained on, and rained on — to-
gether, was really the best part of our 
common moments. We have over-
come obstacles together and built 
team spirit that could be a best ex-
ample for officers fighting together to 

enhance our organization’s credibility 
and brand name within the Alliance.

As we have been working together 
developing greater skills, we not only 
prepare for our collective defense, 
but we develop our ability to respond 
to all the range of NATO operations 
from article 5 to Non Article 5 Crisis 
Response Operations.  The General 
contributed to enhance the mutu-
al trust, the greatest achievement I 
believe among the HQ personnel, to 
better know and understand our in-
dividual capabilities, but to also know 
and understand the capabilities of 
our Nations working together.

In this perspective it would be 
great to hear his last impressions, his 
last thoughts leaving tomorrow the 
NRDC-GR HQ and Thessaloniki city 

that he mentioned so many times as 
his second home town. It is really a 
very sensitive time for me; I am really 
feeling emotional just before this ex-
citing moment. Let’s do it!

Question: Sir, Good Morning, you 
have been in NATO Rapid Deploy-
able Corps Greece (NRDC-GR) since 
September 2014. Having serving in 
several missions abroad and real de-
ployments in the past, both for NATO 
and Spanish Army, which were your 
first thoughts in this assignment? 

In all honesty, the assignment 
came to me as a surprise; I expected 
something different along the nation-
al track. I received the decision with 
great joy because I knew the posi-
tion would take me back to the op-
erational arena, which I believe is the 
essence of our soldier’s life. Also be-
cause it put me in Greece, a country 
for whose classic past I have always 
felt a strong attraction. In this sense, 
it was like a dream come true. Harking 
back to my operational experience, I 
knew the job would be as demand-
ing as it would be attractive. Having 
worked before with Greek brothers-
in-arms, I knew the working environ-
ment would be fine. Three years here 
have confirmed the high expectations 
I had put on the appointment. 

Question: During the four years 
term in this Headquarters you have 
overcome successfully several chal-
lenges. Would you tell us which 
were the main challenges working 

03



command group

0404

in a multinational NATO HQ such as 
NRDC-GR that you remember as key 
milestones in your successful path as 
DCOS OPS? 

Upfront, I want to make clear that, 
in my mind, the term “challenge” 
has only positive connotations. Hav-
ing said that, the first one was that 
of ridding from my Spanish military 
cultural backpack to embrace the 
Greek one, the same in many ways, 
but at the same time different, on 
account of Greece’s particular geo-
political and cultural uniqueness. I 
saw my job -I still do- as a matter of 
being fully committed, without reser-
vations, to the goals, objectives and 
illusions of this Headquarters and its 
commander. This idea has inspired 
each and every day of my work here. 
Luckily, I was not alone in that effort, 
and got the assistance and advice of 
the whole Spanish contingent, and of 
all the fine Greek soldiers I have met 
during my stay, and to whom I now 
proudly call “friends.” 

The second challenge was that of 
being up to the demanding tasks lying 
ahead of me. Whether I was success-

ful here is not for me to judge. What 
I can tell you is that I had done my 
best to achieve what my nation and 
Greece demanded of me. 

 
Question: Hellenic Army is the main 
contributor to this HQ. Having in 
front of us two demanding Joint 
Evaluations, from Greece and NATO, 
this HQ has become Joint. Do you 
really are feeling the Jointness in 
NRDC-GR? 

I feel it coming, indeed. Thanks to 
the superb support of our AOCC and 
MOCC, “jointness” has never been re-
ally alien to us so, when we started 
gearing up for the JTF HQ project, we 
had already walked a lot toward that 
goal. Is it perfect? Certainly not. No-
where, in my experience, has “joint-
ness without blemish” been achieved 
yet. The point is that we have the goal 
in mind, we know where we want 
and need to go, and that this vision 
is shared by leaders in the Hellenic 
Armed Forces, regardless of the color 
of the uniform they wear. 

As a second dimension, experienc-

ing the growing multi nationality of 
NRDC-GR is a rewarding experience. 
It fills me with joy to know new na-
tions like Poland, the United  States, 
Germany, or the United Kingdom are 
willing to joint efforts in this exciting 
adventure. That will make us better. 

Question: NRDC-GR HQ has been 
graded as excellent during the Com-
bat Readiness Evaluation in 2015 in 
an article V major joint operation 
notional scenario. You were part of 
this success. Which are the key points 
that this HQ has been reached the 
excellence during the evaluation? 

To me, the success has come 
through the accumulation of some 
material and intangible factors. As for 
the former, I cannot say they were ef-
fortlessly achieved. Indeed, gathering 
all the resources - financial, material, 
and human- was no mean feat; cer-
tainly for Greece, but also for the rest 
of the Participating Nations. For all 
these difficulties, though, that is the 
easy side of the project. The tricky 
part was motivating the people so 
that they remained committed to a 
long term project like that one, and 
making them understand they are 
part of a team effort for whose suc-
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cess every single man counts, no mat-
ter how little he believes he is. Here 
is, in my opinion, where we should 
congratulate us, and where we can be 
legitimately proud of who we are and 
what we have achieved. As interna-
tional officer, I cannot but feel proud 
for serving with the fine soldiers of 
Greece. 

Question: Personnel are always the 
key point in all successes. All NRDC-
GR Commanders included this factor 
in their vision and intent. What is 
your opinion about the Spanish con-
tingent contribution to the last years 
HQ’s successes? 

I think this is for others to judge. 
As Senior National Representative, I 
have demanded full commitment of 
the Spanish soldiers to the goals and 
objectives of NRDC-GR, loyalty to our 
Commander, and absolute respect to 
the country hosting us so generously. 
All I can say is that we have tried -we 
do try- to abide by these principles, 
not just because I formulate them, 
but also because giving, trying, em-
pathizing, etc., is very much in the 

nature of the Spaniards. 
Question: Thessaloniki is a multicul-
tural city and one of the largest cities 
in Greece and the Balkans. Do you 
believe that this location constitutes 
an attractive destination for officers 
that would like to serve in foreign 
countries? 

Absolutely! Thessaloniki is a won-
drous city, dynamic, entrepreneurial, 
and very suggestive in its rich past 
and present. Other than the opera-
tional advantages of its strategic val-
ue as springboard to deployments to 
and from the city, and leaving aside 
the attractiveness of working in a 
challenging multinational environ-
ment, this magnificent city offers a 
perfect combination of culture, qual-
ity of life and nature that makes it an 
unbeatable destination for anybody 
considering the possibility of serving 
abroad. 

Question: You have been in Thessa-
loniki for a long. The surrounding 
areas include a lot of archeological 
sites and opportunities for recre-
ation and relaxing time. When you 

are going to be back to Spain, which 
are the main areas that you will re-
member in the future, as possible 
destinations for vacation, for you 
and your friends? 

Really a tricky question and a dif-
ficult one for that! Greece is lovely 
in every aspect of its rich diversity. I 
am very much into the history of clas-
sic Greece, the Peloponnesian War 
in particular. Not surprisingly, I have 
felt a special emotion visiting the sce-
narios of that glorious past that I feel 
as part of my own identity: Athens, 
Delphi, Olympia, Mycenae, Pylos and 
Sphacteria, Amphipolis, Termopilas, 
Marathonas, Knossos, Melos, Ithaca, 
Stagira, etc. Any of these references 
is breathtaking in and of itself. On the 
leisure side, I am very much in love 
with the area around Kavala- Thassos 
as with the Pelion peninsula. Those 
are blessed comers of Greece, in my 
opinion. 

Question: You have developed excel-
lent relationship with your staff and 
the members of NRDC-GR HQ. What 
would be your message to them for 
the future challenges and for your 
successor? 

I would clearly point to the hu-
man factor. When you see the people 
working in the HO, you realize this 
organization treasures a lot of talent. 
We have the potential to aspire to the 
best so; there is no reason not to seek 
excellence! 
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NRDC-GR Welcomes New DCOS Ops 
B. General Fernando BARRON CLAVET

NATO Rapid Deployable Corps 
– Greece Headquarters (NRDC-GR 
HQ) welcomed the new DCOS OPS 
Brigadier General Fernando BARRON 
CLAVET, who was recently assigned 
at the HQ to replace Brigadier Gen-
eral SANCHEZ TAPIA, Salvador after 3 
years of successful service.

Brigadier General SANCHEZ TAPIA 
Salvador, in his farewell message, 
thanked the NRDC-GR chain of com-
mand and staff, firstly for the warm 
hospitality provided during his pres-
ence and secondly for the support, 
cooperation and efforts made during 

the three years of the performance of 
his duties.

The new assigned DCOS OPS un-
derlined the important effort made by 
entire HQ so far, to set conditions to 
be successful in the upcoming nation-
al and NATO certifications through 
exercises GOKT17 and TRJR18, as well 
as the high level of professionalism 
and motivation of its personnel.

Additionally, he did not disregard 
to refer to the easiness of his integra-
tion to the social life of Thessaloniki, 
the warmth of its people and the ex-
cellent atmosphere that inspires and 

radiates the city. Closing he stated 
that he is very proud and excited to 
become a member of this family and 
contribute with his job to get such a 
demanding challenge.

NRDC-GR Staff, with great respect 
and honor, welcomes the new DCOS 
Ops. Knowing his high level of profes-
sionalism, strengths and experience, 
we feel great for having this oppor-
tunity to work together with such an 
experienced and skilled DCOS Ops.
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2nd MOUNTAIN BRIGADE "Sarmizegetusa"

 he history of this part of the 
world emphasized much more the need 
to have the ability to conduct actions 
in high mountainous areas. Romanian 
Mountain troops has been established 
on 3rd of November 1916, during WW 
I. Mountain troops represents a unques-
tionable force and, since 1916, fighters 
belonging to mountain troops proved 
to be able to defend country’s territo-
ries during 1st and 2nd World War. With 
courage and self-sacrifice they were able 
to provide security for the Romanian 
people by accomplishing the missions 
that they were given. The vânatori de 
munte (mountain hunters) units repre-
sented the elite troops of the Romanian 
infantry. 

 Like the cavalry, the mountain troops 
had higher training and professionalism 
than the regular infantry. The initiative 
at battalion level was more developed. 
They were proper suited for fighting on 
difficult terrain, but their lack of artillery 
made them vulnerable in open field. 
On the 1st of July 1923, the Mountain 
Troops Corps was established, at same 
time with the 1st and 2nd Mountain Divi-
sions, large units designated to conduct 
combat actions in the high mountainous 

T

space of Carpathians. On its establish-
ment, in 1923, the 2nd Mountain Divi-
sion (the “forefather” of the 2nd Moun-
tain Brigade) has been located in the city 
of Bistriţa – Năsăud. 

Between 1937 and 1940 the 2nd 
Mountain Mixed Brigade participated, 
amongst other large units of the Moun-
tain Corps, in the Strategic covering op-
eration of Romania’s Northern border, 
and from the 3rd of July 1941 in the Sec-
ond World War in order to liberate Bu-
kovina and Bassarabia, Romanian territo-
ries stolen by Soviet Union in accordance 
with the Ribbentrop - Molotov Treaty of 
1940.

After the forced crossing of Prut Riv-
er alongside the German troops, the 
2nd Mountain Mixed Brigade conduct-
ed heavy and bloody combat actions on 
the nowadays territory of Moldavia until 
reaching on the northern seaside of the 
Azov Sea.  After that, the 2nd Mountain 
Mixed Brigade came back home for re-
covering and completion, until the 1st of 
July 1942. 

In July 1942, with a force of 17,000 

military men, and after it was re-orga-
nized and re-named as 2nd Mountain 
Division on the 1st of March 1942, it was 
deployed again on the Eastern Front. 
Here, under the subordination of the 
1st German Armored Army, it gave proof 
of its competence and heroism at the 
beachhead on the Don River, reaching 
the south of Caucasus Mountains, at El-
brus, Groznâi and Vladicaucasus.

The glory and victories of the Division 
on the Eastern Front were haloed by the 
leadership of both German and Roma-
nian Armed Forces through apprecia-
tions addressed to the commander and 
its staff. After a recovery time at Simfero-
pol in Crimea, during March - June 1943, 
the 2nd Mountain Division participated, 
under the subordination of the 17th Ger-
man Army, especially against partisans 
and Soviet troops landing in Iaila Moun-
tains and on the Black Sea coastline, 
reaching the most dramatic moment 
of the defense battle of Sevastopol and 
Khersones beachhead, which it left it on 
the 10th of May 1944, after a big amount 
of casualties.
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In August 1944, Romania broke the 
military alliance with Germany and 
joined the United Nations with all its 
forces, starting the war with the Ger-
man and Hungarian armies, in order to 
liberate the Northern Transylvania, lost 
through the Vienna Dictate.  

On the 30th of August 1944, after a re-
covery time in country, in the homeland 
garrisons, the 2nd Mountain Division 
begun the battle with the German and 
Hungarian troops, within the framework 
of the 4th Romanian Army, until the 20th 
of September 1944 when the division 
reached Romania’s Eastern border.  

 On the 20th of September 1944, after 
it crossed the Western border of Roma-
nia, the 2nd Mountain Division continued 
to fight on Hungarian territory and, after 
that, on the territory of Czechoslovakia,  
in the Javorina and Tatra Mountains. The 
division ended the Second World War 
near Prague, on the 12th of May 1945. 

The Second World War was finished 
with the price of the lives of 25,000 mil-
itary men from the 2nd Mountain Divi-
sion. After the division returned home, it 
passed to the peacetime structure.

 After a big pressure of Soviet lead-
ership ( Romania was occupied, in fact, 

by Soviets) 2nd Mountain Division was 
dissolved in September 1947, and it was 
re-established as the 2nd Mountain Bri-
gade after one year in the Garrisons of 
Sinaia, Târgovişte, Câmpulung-Muscel, 
Predeal and Braşov.  So, the soviets didn’t 
forgot that they nicknamed Romanian 
Mountain Troops as “ The Green Dev-
ils” because Romanian Mountain Troops 
caused them a lot of damages and ca-
sualties during WW II and, as a conse-
quence, they acted through the ”political 
stick” to disband Romanian Mountain 
Troops…and, unfortunately, they suc-
ceeded in their actions. As an example, 
they succeeded, step by step, to disband 
Romanian Mountain Troops and in 1961 
there were no more Mountain Units in 
Romanian Army structure.

On the 14th of April 1961, the last 
Mountain formation of the Romanian 
Armed Forces - the 2nd Mountain Brigade 
- was dissolved, fact which ended the 
1st part of Romanian Mountain Troops 
history. After less than three years from 
this abusive dissolution and after some 
changes that occurred in Romanian po-
litical “landscape”, the Great National As-
sembly - the legislative body of Romania 
- decided on the 14th of October 1964 to 
re-establish Romanian Mountain Troops  
starting with the 2nd Mountain Brigade, 

with the Headquarters in Brasov.  
Between 1964 and 1989 the 2nd 

Mountain Brigade has been given the 
name of “SARMIZEGETUSA” and today 
it is one of the most modern brigades of 
Romania. After 1990, the 2nd Mountain 
Brigade “SARMIZEGETUSA”, followed a 
continuous process of reorganization and 
restructuring, changes which have given 
this large unit a new image. During the 
last 45 years, the 2nd Mountain Brigade 
received the visits of more than 700 for-
eign military and governmental delega-
tions, which have praised the skills and 
professionalism of the defenders of the 
Romanian Carpathians crests.

Nowadays, the 2nd Mountain Brigade 
has within its organizational chart: 3 ma-
neuver battalions (Mountain Battalions), 
1 Mountain Arty Battalion, 1 A.D. Bat-
talion, 1 Logistical Support Battalion. As 
brigade subunits, there are, also: 1 Signal 
Company, 1 Engineer Company, 1 NBC 
Company, 1 Reconnaissance Company, 1 
Support Company. 

The mountain troops are able to fight 
in very hard weather and terrain condi-
tions, capable to climb difficult heights 
and peaks; they are  excellent shooters, 
the best in alpine string and great endur-
ance in long hard distance.

After 1995, brigade units staff, pla-
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toons and companies trained togeth-
er, wihin a lot of exercises in Romania 
and abroad, with soldiers from NATO 
and non-NATO countries  (e.g. Special 
Forces and Navy Seals from USA, 3rd 
Commando Brigade from UK, Comman-
do Paratroopers from Belgium, Special 
Forces from Greece and Jordan, Moun-
tain troops from Bulgaria, Georgia and 
Ukraine, Alpine troops from France and 
many others). Also, a very fruitful co-op-
eration has been developed, in time, 
with Italian Alpini, within the framework 
of a lot of exercises both staff level and 
platoon level training.

 Brigade’s soldiers participated in a 
various range of missions abroad: in An-
gola, Somalia, Kosovo, Iraq and Afghani-
stan etc. Brigade has rotated in the the-
ater of operations of Afghanistan all its 
3 maneuver battalions several times, in 
Zabul province, nearby border with Paki-
stan.

The “Vânatorii de Munte” call them-
selves “the masters of improvisation”. 
They used to comb the mountainsides 
on horseback, conducting combat opera-
tions abroad or humanitarian assistance 
missions, as well as search and rescue at 
extreme heights. 

The Romanian Mountain Battalions, 
“Vânatorii de Munte,” lacks much of the 
sophisticated equipment and logistics 
support available to the wealthier NATO 
armies. But they tend to overcome those 
disadvantages with old-fashioned but 
still proficient survival skills and thor-
ough training. 

They certainly have enough difficulties 
but “Vânatorii de Munte” always figure a 
way out. These mountain fighters, who 
have often been called “Mountain Hunt-
ers,” or “Mountain Rifles” in direct trans-
lation, are trained to be independent 

and to survive in an inclement mountain 
environment, while conducting covert 
missions. They are, by all intent and pur-
pose, as they like to be called, some of 
the elite forces of the Romanian Army. 
But the fighters themselves do not eas-
ily accept that title. One of their usual 
saying is “We do not call ourselves elite 
troops or special operations forces and 
we are not designed as, but we like other 
people to call us that,”  

       So far, the 2nd Mountain Brigade 
has stood up an operational status of RC 
9 readiness category as a part of Roma-
nian Forces of Lower Readiness  to be de-
ployed for NATO commitments abroad. 

       All its units has been NATO certi-
fied for these kind of commitments and 
this process has been achieved in De-
cember 2007

     As of July 2014, IAW  a TA, 2nd 
Mountain Brigade has been affiliated to 
HQ-NRDC-GR ( Salonic, Greece) as a de-
ployable formation in NATO-led opera-
tions abroad.
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33rd MECHANIZED INFANTRY BRIGADE 
"The Trustworthy Force" 

1.  Background 

Mech. Inf Brigade 
a. Established in 1914, in FLORINA 

from reorganizing and renaming of the 
33rd Regiment, under the XII (12) In-
fantry Division. As Brigade’s birthday is 
designated (by the Infantry Branch) the 
January 5th of each year. 

b. The brigade took part in the Asia 
Minor Campaign and the Hellenic - ¬Ital-
ian War. 

2. Moments of Modern History

a. Since July 1919 the Brigade (regi-
ment by that time) took part in the Asia 
Minor Campaign, subject to the Division 
of Crete, titled “Kydonion Regiment” 
named by the area where it was es-
tablished. On January 1, 1921 again re-
named to 33 Infantry Regiment. 

b. Participated in the Hellenic -Italian 
War and its greatest battle took place in 
November 1940, in “Biglista” (range 17 
to 18 km. east of Korytsa). 

At this point it would be great to men-
tion a historical fact which took place 
by the Devoli’s River Bridge (alt. 866) 

which was undermined in advance with 
explosives and the Italian guard was or-
dered to detonate in case of retreat. That 
would cause a long delay to the advance 
of Hellenic forces. The bridge was saved 
by the initiative of a sergeant of the 33rd 
Regiment who realized the effort of Ital-
ian and he sacrificed himself in order to 
cut the firing cable. By 17:45 the 1 st Bat-
talion of the 33rd Regiment and compa-
ny of the 1 st Battalion of the 27th Reg-
iment entered into Korytsa where the 
atmosphere of the city’S residents who 
had come to greet them was enthusias-
tic. 

c. The Brigade participated in oper-
ations from 1946 to 1949, as the 43rd 
Brigade. With the conclusion of which 
was redeployed in Methoni PIERIAS and 
renamed to 33 Infantry Regiment. 

d. In July of 1963 redeployed perma-
nently in Polykastro and in 1979 upgrad-
ed to Mechanized Brigade. 

e. On January 1 2001 renamed again 

to 33 Mechanized Brigade “Kydonion 
Regiment”. 

3. Area of Responsibility.

The Brigade has no specific Area of 
Responsibility. It is stationed in the area 
of C’ Army Corp. 

4. Mission 

The Brigade participates in a wide va-
riety of missions. First is a Rapid Reaction 
Formation for national purposes. Second 
is included to international obligations of 
our country through participation in the 
Multinational Brigade South East Europe 
[SEEBRIG (South Eastern European Bri-
gade)], in Kosovo as part of Hellenic par-
ticipation in Peace Support Operations 
in the area of Balkans, the Combined 
Operation (Deterrent Presence) with a 
company of 525 Mech. Infantry battal-
ion as Special Unit in Peace Operations 
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and participates with the Brigade Head-
quarter as Affiliated Force and 506 Mech 
.Infantry Battalion as Dedicated Force to 
NRDC-GR. Simultaneously participates to 
the refugee issue with the construction 
and operation of several .resettlement 
centers in central Macedonia. Brigade’s 
goal is to be capable of being deployed 
in a short time period and operate wher-
ever it is needed as an effective reaction 
force by using as basic pillars fully trained 
and mentally prepared staff and high 
availability

 
5. Our contribution to the refugee 

issue 

Configuring the “AIRPORT NEW KAVA-
LA” to an Open Structure of hospitality 
for refugees with the initial installation 
of the necessary infrastructure (water, 
sewage, electricity) and has undertaken 
the management and operation of the 
above structure by February 26, ‘-2016. 
There were 4127 refugees and now live 
about 1200 refugees to 174 hutches 
(container). 

Operated and administered the Open 
Structure of Hospitality for refugees of 
the “old slaughterhouses of GIANNITSA” 
by the 23rd of May 2016. There were 
1000 refugees approximately and by 

the orders of the Ministry discontinued 
the operations in the above structure by 
September 9th, 2016. 

Undertook the forming of the “Eupal-
inos SA “ in CHORYGI village in order to 
build Structure for long period refugee 
Host, performing extensive earthworks, 
arrangements and initial infrastructure 
installation (water -sewage - electrici-
ty) to enable gradual placement of 230 
hutches (Container) by the 14th of No-
vember 2016 in order to host 1300 refu-
gees from STONE village in Olympus until 
the end of November according to the 
planning of the Ministry of Immigration 
Policy. 

6. Training 

Although there are various obliga-
tions, the Brigade without any deduction 
to the quality of the out coming work 
has implemented a training - exercising 
annual plan, by participating in educa-
tional activities such as newcomers train-
ing, training in explosives, use of various 
ranges, exercises during night operations 
etc. 

Furthermore the Brigade held by ex-
cellent and exemplary way the national 
exercise «SARISA 2016» presenting high 
level of professionalism. 

7. Epilogue 

33rd Mechanized Infantry Brigade has 
a long historic course related to the strug-
gles of modern Hellas. Using the lessons 
learned by that long experience and all 
the means provided by our country and 
modern technology in accordance to our 
restless efforts to implement our mission 
we intent to be the trustworthy force to 
both national and international obliga-
tions of Hellas. 
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61st MECHANIZED BRIGADE " Stryama"

        Mechanized Brigade was 
established on 2-nd October, 1992 as a 
proud successor of the traditions of 28th 
Regiment of Stryama, 21st Srednogor-
ski Regiment and 11th Tank brigade. On 
19th November, 1998 the brigade adopt-
ed the name “61st Mechanized Brigade 
of Stryama”. 

The history of the formation started 
with the National Assembly of the Bul-
garian Principality, which adopted a new 
law on the structure of the armed forc-
es in 1903. A Prince Ferdinand’s Decree 
on the basis of this law was issued, by 
which the 4th Reserve Regiment, creat-
ed in Haskovo, was renamed to the 28th 
Stremski Infantry Regiment.

61st
 The newly renamed Regiment was 

later dislocated in Karlovo on May 18th, 
1904. The combat history of the so called 
“iron regiment” began with the mobili-
zation announced on September 17th, 
1912. The first combat of the 28th Infan-
try Regiment took place on the 5th and 
6th of October in a battle against the 
Kardzhali Turkish Corps of Yaver Pasha. 
The regiment served the Motherland 
during the wars from 1912 to 1918 and 
was disbanded in 1920.

 
The Karlovo garrison didn’t stay with-

out any force protection for a long time. 
Rather, the 21st Srednogorski Regiment, 
called “band” at that time, was stationed 
here. After that, the so called “steel fist” 

of the former Second Army - 11th Tank 
Brigade, was established in Karlovo in 
1959. A worthy successor today of all 
these formations and units is the 61st 
Mechanized Brigade of Stryama.

61st mechanized brigade of Stryama 
is tactical formation from Bulgarian Land 
Forces, which has capability for effective 
execution of tasks involving the full spec-
trum of NATO operations, alone or in 
interaction with other units and forma-
tions from the Bulgarian Army and our 
allies from NATO, by conducting and ex-
ecuting the implementation of the three 
main missions of the Bulgarian army:

1. Mission “Defense”:
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 - Sustaining of constant combat read-
iness;

- Sustaining of capabilities for partic-
ipation in joint multinational operations 
as a part of the collective security sys-
tem.

2.  Mission “Support of international 
peace and security”:

- Implementation of commitments 
under regional and European arrange-
ments;

- Sustaining capabilities and partici-
pating in coalition operations and peace 
initiatives;

- Participation in Peace Support Oper-
ations; 

3. Mission “Contribution to national 
security in peace time”: 

- Providing assistance to the civil pop-
ulation for adequate                            crisis 
response;

- Participation in crisis management 
and overcoming the damages on the 
infrastructure and the environment 
caused by natural disasters and industri-

al accidents;
- Participation in humanitarian relief 

operations and rescue and search oper-
ations;

- Providing assistance to the Ministry 
of Interior to protect the state border;

- Providing assistance to the Ministry 
of Interior in situations of terrorist at-
tacks or in dealing with the consequenc-
es of such kind of threats.

As a declared unit from NATO forces 

with lower readiness 61-st Mechanized 
brigade HQ keep required level of capac-
ity to plan and conduct offensive, defen-

sive, stability and enabling operations.

Within the framework of these main 
activities brigade have capabilities to 
conduct security operations, COIN oper-
ations, counter IED and arms control ac-
tivities, personnel recovery operations, 
PSYOPS and CIMIC operations as well.

Brigade is prepared to take part in 
operations in the Alliance collective de-
fense system, in multinational NATO-led 
non-article 5 crisis response operations 
as well as in disaster relief operations in 
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response of crisis caused by natural or in-
dustrial disasters.

The brigade consists of Command, 
HQ; Combat units -  3 (three) Mecha-
nized Battalions, Combat Support Units- 
Artillery Battalion, Air Defense Battalion, 
Force protection Battalion, ISTAR Battal-
ion; and Combat Service and Support 
Units- Logistics Battalion, HQ Battalion, 
Military Police Company and Military 
brass band.

                                  
61st Mechanized Brigade has been ac-

tively involved with personnel and com-
bat equipment in basic NATO exercises, 
such as: COOPERATIVE EFFORT, COOP-
ERATIVE PARTNER – Republic of Roma-
nia, 1998, PROMATHEUS 99, Republic 
of Greece, BLUE DANUBE 1999, SEVEN 
STARS 2001, CORNER STONE 2002, EUR-
ASIAN STAR2007, PEACE SHIELD 08, 
STEADFAST JUNCTURE 2009, LOYAL 
LEDGER 2009, BLACK SEA ROTATION 
13/2014, 2015, 2016/, SABER GUARD-
IAN 2014, GORDIAN KNOT 2014/2015, 
2016/, PLATINUM EAGLE 15, AGILE SPIR-
IT 15/2016/, SABER JUNCTION16.

The brigade has formed and trained 
personnel that have taken part actively 
in many peacekeeping operations abroad 
mainly in Iraq, Afghanistan and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina as following:

- two mechanized platoons un-
der Dutch battalion command in Bugoi-
no, Bosnia and Herzegovina;

- two force protection companies 
under SFOR HQ Command in Sarajevo, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina:

- two infantry battalions in Karba-
la, Iraq;

- two infantry battalions in Al Di-
wanlyah, Iraq;

- four infantry companies in Ka-
bul, Afghanistan;

- three infantry platoons in Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan;

- ten infantry companies in Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan;

Since June 7th, 2013 the 61st Mech-
anized Brigade has been the first forma-
tion from the Bulgarian Army affiliated to 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps -Greece. 
The Bulgarian 61 st Mechanized Brigade 
“STRYAMSKA” handed over its flag to 
NRDC-GRC, marked in the best way the 
long standing cooperation and common 
training, as one of the most powerful 
units of the Bulgarian Army, with NRDC-
GRC HQ’s.



affiliated units

15

THE DIVISION “FRIULI” 

 HE DIVISION “FRIULI” HISTORY 

The Division “Friuli” was established 
in Milan on 1 November 1884. It was en-
gaged in the Italian – Turkish war from 
1911 to 1912 and participated in World 
War I fighting in Carso di Montefalcone 
area. Later on it was involved in the com-
bats on the Asiago plateau, in Val d’As-
sa, and finally in Conca di Plezzo where 
it was very nearly to be completely de-
stroyed by the massive Austrian-German 
offensive that broke through the Italian 
lines at Caporetto.

T

In 1942, during World War II, the Divi-
sion “Fruili” was deployed in Corsica and 
after the 8 September 1943 armistice, 
it faced harsh battles against Germans 
troops IN THEIR ATTEMPT to conquer the 
town of Bastia. In 1944 it was refounded 
again by the allies and named Combat 
Group “Friuli”.

On 10 February 1945, the Combat 
Group “Friuli” was deployed along the 
banks of the Senio river and on 10 April 
the Combat  Group “Friuli” units crossed 
it, overcoming the German troops going 
ahead towards the town of Bologna, re-
sulting the first Italian units entering the 
freed town on the morning of 21 April 
1945. The Battle Flags of the Friuli’s Regi-
ment, because of their valorous behavior 
in the period 1943-1945, was decorated 
with the following awards:

- The Silver Medal of Military Val-
or for the 87th Infantry Regiment;

- The Silver Medal of Military Val-
or for the 88th Infantry Regiment;

- The Bronze Medal of Military 
Valor for the 35th Artillery Regiment.

Initially the division was based in the 
city of Bolzano, but in 1949 the division 
moved to Florence. On 15 April 1960 
the Division “Friuli” was disbanded and 
at the same time refounded as Infantry 
Brigade “Friuli” in Florence. In 1991 the 
Infantry Brigade “Friuli” was moved to 
Bologna and in 2000  it was transformed 
into Airborne Brigate “Friuli”. On 15 July 
2013, according to the reorganization of 
the Italian Armed Forces, the Division 
“Friuli” Headquarters was reestablished 

in Florence again in “Generale Alessan-
dro Predieri” barracks.

THE PRESENT

Division Friuli is a large unit able to 
comply with a wide range of capabilities 
in terms of real operation in national, 
NATO, UN, and EU frameworks. These 
capabilities require flexibility, adaptabili-
ty, and solid conceptual background that 
means that Friuli Division is requested 
to undertake not only typical tactical 
sub-tactical configuration, but also, - un-
der specific condition - to play the role of 
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Operational Theatre Command.

The Command and Control of this 
Unit is exercised over its four subordinat-
ed brigades:

• Cavalry Brigade Pozzuolo del 
Friuli based in Gorizia;

• Armoured Brigade  Ariete based 
in Pordenone;

• Paratroopers Brigade Folgore 
based in Livorno;

• Airmobile Brigade Friuli based 
in Bologna.

These brigades provide the Division 
Friuli with the possibility of conducting 
full spectrum operations, within national 
boundary and abroad, thanks to a pack-
age of capabilities of enormous value 
such as paratroopers, airmobile, and am-
phibious infantry units, helicopters, artil-
lery, tanks and wheeled tank destroyers 
organized in 24 regiments.

NATIONAL AND OVERSEAS OPERA-
TIONS

The Division is engaged, at present, in 
homeland and multinational operations. 
At home, tasks are mainly related to sup-
port Police Forces in security operations 
to strengthen civil protection in case of 
natural disaster. Currently, more than 
1000 troops are committed to opera-
tions within Italian boundary.

 
Abroad, the Division Friuli units are 

taking part into many international mis-
sions such as Kosovo, Lebanon and Libia 
while some individuals are deployed in 
minor operations in many part of the 
world. In total, more than 1.200 troops 
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are currently deployed out of Italy.

THE COMMANDER

Major General Carlo LAMANNA was 
born in Montecorice (near Salerno) in 
1962. He joined the Army in 1981 and 
attended many courses in Italy and in in-
ternational schools abroad, such as the 
Royal College of Defence Studies (RCDS) 

in London and the UN PKO Centre in Ben-
jin (China).

He served as Commanding Officer in 
various field artillery and anti aircraft ar-
tillery units at increasing levels until he 
commanded the Mechanized Brigade 
“Pinerolo”, based in Puglia.

As a Staff Officer he was assigned to 
many important positions in Army Gen-
eral Staff in Rome and in the Rapid Reac-

tion Corps (ARRC) in Germany.
Major General Carlo Lamanna took 

part at ISAF IX military operation in Af-
ghanistan, as Chief Joint Fires and Target-
ing within ISAF HQ, and to Leonte XI mil-
itary operation whitin UNIFIL, as Sector 
West Commander.

He holds a degree in Mining Engineer-
ing from Bologna University, Diplomatic 
and International Science from Trieste 
University and Military Strategic Science 
from Turin University. Moreover, he at-
tended the 1st level Mediterranean Geo-
politics Master in Cassino University. He 
is qualified as Engineer.

He is married with Ms. Laura and they 
have 4 children.
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NATO Moving South

NATO’s Strategic Direction East 
(NSD-E) proved to be a shortcut to en-
counter the strategic security consider-
ations of Russia, rather than a policy of 
partnerships and joint crisis-manage-
ment. Still, NATO was not created to take 
charge of security issues in a myopic 
style; instead, the institutional flexibil-
ity of the Alliance has been challenged 
over the years, while NATO’s ability to re-
spond, progress and adapt to highly de-
manding situations has been tested time 
and again. It is a mere truism that con-
temporary threats and emerging security 
challenges radically transform the field 
of interests. The recent inauguration of 
NATO’s Strategic Direction South (NSD-S) 

radicalization and mixed migration flows. 
The Middle East has always been a gate 
of massive cultural and demographic in-
flux to Europe. Nevertheless, North Afri-
ca has only recently been brought under 
the spot light. Beyond humanitarianism 
and addressing the consequences of 
state failure in North Africa, there exist 
underlying roots of conflicts that should 
be confronted by long-term institution-
al partnerships. That simply means that 
NATO will have to engage into burden 
sharing with other international institu-
tions possessing legitimate security inter-
ests into the region.

Although NSD-S stands as a signifi-
cant step forward, it is only the beginning 

Dr. Miltiadis Sarigiannidis
Assistant Professor in Public International Law

Law Faculty, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Dr. Miltiadis Sarigiannidis is As-
sistant Professor in Public International 
Law at the Law Faculty of the Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki. He teaches, 
public international law, law of interna-
tional organizations, international pro-
tection of human rights, law of armed 
conflict, and international relations. He 
also teaches in many academic institu-
tions around Greece at the graduate 
level. He is a the former President of 
the Aegean Institute on the Law of the 
Sea and Maritime Law, and acting un-
der-Secretary of the Governing Board 
of the Hellenic Society of International 
Law and International Relations. He is 
also an attorney at law at the Bar As-
sociation of Thessaloniki, and an expert 
(CIMIC) in humanitarian law for NATO 
Rapid Deployable Corps (NRDC-GR). He 
holds a Dr.Jur. in International Law, a 
M.A. in International Conflict Analysis, a 
M.A. in Systematic Philosophy, a LL.M. 
in International Studies and a LL.B. His 
main research interests focus on the UN 
legal order, the use of force, dispute set-
tlement, humanitarian law and the in-
ternational protection of human rights.

Hub in Naples stands as an example of 
leverage towards new areas of interest 
affecting both regional security and inter-
national peace and security.

North Africa and the Middle East 
have been caught by the season change 
of the so-called ‘Arab Spring’. It seems 
that Persephone has stepped down to 
the underworld, and winter has stormed 
the whole region. The stakes of risk man-
agement and responsiveness are set 
quite high; adding to the humanitarian 
disaster, in countries like Syria and Libya 
that struggle to survive state failure, se-
curity considerations nowadays include 
terrorism, sectarianism, and criminal net-
works coupled by demographic booming, 
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of a new era for the Alliance and the evo-
lution of its strategic concept. Just like the 
Mediterranean Sea can’t be construed as 
a definite dividing line between South 
Europe and North Africa, Sahara desert 
is not an effective buffer zone between 
North Africa and the Sub-Saharan territo-
ries. Therefore, the sub-regional divisions 
should not limit NATO strategic planning 
and analysis; moreover, North Africa is 
the intermediary to export traditional se-
curity challenges. Beyond regional north 
and south divisions, Africa gives rise to 
a chain reaction that threatens NATO 
members as much as hybrid warfare and 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) ca-

pabilities from the East. 

Far from Sahara, Africa is a mosaic of 
tribes and peoples living under conditions 
of social and economic asphyxiation; pov-
erty, unemployment, totalitarianism and 
rule of law deficiencies lead people to re-
volt and immigration. Small arms smug-
gling, corruptions, and criminal networks 
create clusters of destabilization which 
threaten social cohesion and political or 
tribal communities. Desertification, en-
vironmental degradation, and strategic 
resources enhance oligarchs, warlords, 
oppressive political elites, and the syndi-
cate of crime, thus paving the way to ter-
rorism, civil/tribal strife, and state failure. 

Therefore, the whole continent is a field 
of ticking bombs that can blast regional 
and international peace and security.

NSD-S is a step forward, but the 
strategic direction should not be limit-
ed to North Africa. The Alliance should 
encompass a holistic strategy towards 
Africa, and to this end, it should engage 
into cooperation and common projects 
with other international and regional ac-
tors. The Organization of African Unity 
is a critical partner that could legitimize 
NATO’s presence in Africa and work on 
projects that would provide the Alliance 
with a broader understanding of the se-
curity environment in Africa and render 
it more effective in crisis management. At 
the same time, the United Nations could 
function as a standard institutional um-
brella that legitimizes the deployment of 
peace support and peace enforcement 
operations. Finally, there is a shared com-
munity of interests that include the Eu-
ropean Union and the Organization for 
the Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
which could empower the proliferation 
of common values, such as the rule of 
law, democratic accountability, and rep-
resentative government.

NSD-S is a positive turn for the over-
all NATO strategic planning, but the road 
that should be taken involves a more ho-
listic conceptualization of the South. The 
latter should include Africa as a whole, 
not only in the fault lines around the 
Mediterranean basin. The sea is neither a 
barrier for those who suffer and seek ref-
uge to another land nor a filter that keeps 
the negative consequences away. Africa 
is a significant point of interest in terms 
of human security and geopolitics and 
therefore NATO should develop a deep 
impact strategic orientation to the South 
for the prevention, as well as mitigation 
of current and future crises.
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NATO: Steps for an Ecofriendly Approach
How would it be if NATO could pro-

vide security for the living species while 
operating at sea? Taking into account 
that a NATO comprehensive approach is 
applied to humans after an armed con-
flict we could think of evaluating an ap-
proach of this magnitude to the sea as 
well. When a NATO ship or a group of 
ships is producing noise at sea (navy so-
nar), marine mammals are disturbed in a 
way that they are forced simultaneously 
or for a long period of time to alter their 
habitat (Tyack et al.,2011). According to 
Barcelona Convention 1976, pollution 
means “the introduction by man, direct-
ly or indirectly, of substance or energy 
into the marine environment resulting in 
such deleterious effects as harm to living 
resources”. In extreme occasions there 
have been strandings of animals due to 
unpredicted behavior. A recent event 
that stigmatized naval exercises with so-
nar was at exercise Noble Dina in 2014. 
Media and NGOs characterized NATO as 
the killer of marine mammals with the 
publication of pictures as the following. 

Bloody pictures, legends as the one 

shown give the impression that NATO 
has no policy on mitigating measures for 
cetaceans. This constant effort of blem-
ishing NATO whenever a stranding inci-

dent is occurring can be tangled. At the 
following url it can be found the strand-
ing events that are associated with naval 
exercises with the use of sonar:

http://ocr.org/ocr/wp-content/up-
loads/military-associated-strandings.pdf. 

Although there is a record of strand-
ings attributed to naval exercises, there 
is no direct scientific link to the death of 
Cetaceans due to naval exercises with 
sonar. Cetaceans show an atypical behav-
ior when close to areas of sonar use and 
come to strand eventually. It is a matter 
of directionality, responsive behavior and 
sensitivity in extreme sound levels main-
ly to deep divers where the pressure is 
increased. A rapid surfacing is the main 
cause of mass strandings (Fernandez et 
al., 2005). 

Thus it is of great importance to ap-
ply an ecofriendly (comprehensive) ap-
proach during naval exercises. Despite 
the fact that NATO has issued directives 
for the protection of sea life, there is still 
much more to do. One can identify the 
species by photo identification or sound 
record those who are deep divers like 
sperm whales and ziphious. These two 
species are considered to be more vulner-
able than others with stranding incidents 
throughout the years. Moreover the use 
of Military personnel as Marine Mam-
mal Observers (MMOs) aboard ships is a 
useful tool for the conservation of Ceta-
ceans. MMO training has been coordinat-
ed by ACCOBAMS and will be organized in 
the near future for naval officers as well. 
Additionally rump up procedures namely 
the escalation of energy while using so-
nar is essential. 

The Agreement on the Conservation 

of Cetaceans in the Black Sea Mediterra-
nean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area 
(ACCOBAMS) is a legal conservation tool 
based on cooperation. It serves under 
the prince Albert II of Monaco. Its pur-
pose is to reduce threats to cetaceans 
by improving current knowledge. It has 
been an intergovernmental Agreement 
that provides the demonstration of the 
commitment of riparian Countries to pre-
serve all species of cetaceans and their 
habitats within the geographical Agree-
ment area by the enforcement of more 
stringent measures than those defined in 
the texts adopted previously. Greece has 
actively been involved in the conserva-
tion of marine mammals by ratifying AC-
COBAMS agreement in 1996 with entry 
into force in 2001. ACCOBAMS has been 
a driver of the conservation of Cetaceans 
and celebrated 20 years of active contri-
bution to that cause in 2016. 

Notably likewise NATO in Afghanistan, 
ACCOBAMS has tried to make a less com-
prehensive approach on the matter of a 
more effective Cetacean Conservation by 
introducing a map in 2013 in Tangier Mo-
rocco, of areas that are suggested to be 
banned of naval exercises with sonar and 
sea bottom exploitation (hydrocarbons). 
These areas of conservation were chart-
ed on a map that was introduced to the 
Meeting of the Parties for voting. Greece 
took the lead on that meeting trying to 
compromise the strict negotiating line 
of ACCOBAMS with the NATO need for 
a more comprehensive approach to the 
matter. The situation was alarming since 
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ACCOBAMS out of a sudden was asking 
many of its Member States to quit their 
sovereignty rights but most important 
with few scientific proof as it was stated 
at the documentation escorting the map. 
Most of the data were interpolated due 
to a lack of cetacean sightings. Moreover 
in each stranding position was applied 
a 50 nautical miles radius of exclusion 
zone. At the end of the day those coun-
tries which had ratified the agreement 
would not be able to exercise their rights 
in their EEZ. Instead of a map, that is a 
powerful tool of negotiations, Greece 
suggested to ACCOBAMS to find the ap-
propriate funding and start a project that 
would monitor the abundance and distri-
bution of Cetaceans in its area of concern 
in order to raise public awareness, since 
there were a vast number of interpo-
lating data at the model presented and 
there was lack of trust from its side to the 
modelling process. Accordingly the areas 
that would be designated by ACCOBAMS 
as of high abundance and distribution 
will be treated as sensitive areas by NATO 
if introduced in the right way and not as 
a forcing need. In this way NATO and any 
other entity that has been characterized 
as noise producer at sea, would take note 
of the aforementioned areas. Afterwards 
the areas should be implemented at the 
preparation of each exercise. Interna-
tional organizations and NGOs that are 
active regarding the conservation of Ce-

taceans came to be furious with such a 
declaration from Greece. What was writ-
ten at the time as follows “Due to a veto 
from France, Greece and Cyprus, on the 
grounds of safeguarding national securi-
ty and, ultimately, national sovereignty, 
the very concept of suggesting place-
based conservation of Ziphius cavirostris 
in the Mediterranean was thwarted. The 
representative from the Greek Ministry 
of Defense even went to the extreme of 
requesting that any reference to a map 
in the final report of the meeting be de-
leted, as if a map had never even been 
discussed” (Wave Action Blog,2013). One 
can see how an NGO or a scientific insti-
tute can harm the decision of a whole 
country severing the trust between 
Member States. Greece also suggested of 
playing the role of an intermediate in the 
discussions with the EC in order to imple-
ment a marine mammal survey program 
in the framework of MSFD at the next 
IHO EC meeting. In 2014 the opportuni-
ty arose and ACCOBAMS was to be ap-
proached by MODEG group of EC as an 
external participant to the program ac-
cording to the 21st MODEG meeting min-
utes, a meeting organized in Oostende 
Belgium. Greece took part at the meeting 
under International Hydrographic Orga-
nization (IHO) participation and suggest-
ed to the participants that in order to 
complete the EMODnet Biology Lot, in-
formation on Cetaceans distribution and 

abundance would be needed. 
Therefore it is essential that the 
correct players should be ap-
proached. From that point on 
ACCOBAMS found the appro-
priate funds to accomplish such 
an endeavor with the contribu-
tion of its member states and 
MAVA foundation in order to 
organize aerial and sea based 

surveys in the whole agreement area. 
The program would provide a thorough 
estimate of the abundance and distribu-
tion of the cetacean populations in the 
ACCOBAMS area, based on robust data. 
It will strengthen international cooper-
ation and synergies between countries 
to optimize and increase the efficiency 
of their efforts in establishing a transna-
tional approach for the conservation of 
cetacean species. The program will also 
support the countries to meet their inter-
national and regional commitments (EU 
Directives, EcAp process, CBD, Bern Con-
vention etc.). Additionally it will provide 
capacity building and the development of 
harmonized monitoring methodologies. 
Finally it will promote the establishment 
of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) for ce-
taceans in open seas.  

Since the beginning of 2017, the sec-
retariat has been in contact with all AC-
COBAMS Survey Initiative (ASI) contact 
group members regarding the implemen-
tation of the project, in particular for col-
lecting information on the authorization 
requests processes for aerial and/or boat 
survey to be conducted during the sum-
mer of 2018, and for confirming nation-
al contributions to the project.  The ASI 
project was officially launched at the last 
Meeting of the Parties in Monaco from 
22 to 25 November 2016. The Secretariat 
is in charge of the implementation of the 
program, in close collaboration with each 
National Focal Point and appointed ASI 
contact group members. Between 3 and 
5 of October 2017 an ASI workshop was 
organized in Tunisia amongst Member 
States and states that have not ratified 
yet the agreement but are geographical-
ly located along the coastline of the Med 
Sea. The decisions taken have to do with 
the means of the survey, aerial and/or sea 
based, acoustic effort in designated areas 
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and the declaration of the areas of sover-
eignty of each country since ACCOBAMS 
did divide by its own understanding the 
area of the survey. Additionally Capacity 
Building issues were discussed and it was 
stated that according to UNCLOS there 
would be national observers aboard ships 
and on planes. This is an ideal opportu-
nity for officers of NATO countries to get 
trained in use of the CB of the program 
as MMOs and participate at the survey as 
trained personnel and not just national 
observers. 

Due to the fact that the program is 
going to be pharaonic many planes and 
ships would be needed for the sake of the 
survey. The program would start in June 
2018 with a horizon of several months 
depending on factors as the weather, 
the issuance of permits and the coun-
try status. At the workshop meeting for 
instance Syria declared that since the li-
quidity of the situation in Syria no aerial 
surveys can be conducted within the Syr-
ian sovereignty area. The matter of juris-
diction was thoroughly discussed at the 
workshop with raising the point from cer-
tain countries, which are not yet mem-
bers of the agreement but have interest 
to the program. They would like to par-
ticipate as the authority providers in wid-
er areas for the sake of the program and 
for showing a sense of good neighboring. 
Greece stated that this program is under 
UNCLOS and at the ToRs of the program 
it is described that one of the tasks of the 

country’s national focal point is to facili-
tate the process of obtaining permits for 
vessels and aircrafts to operate in the wa-
ters under National jurisdiction, in accor-
dance with relevant provisions of United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. But besides the conservation aspect 
there is a more important element of dis-
cussion that we should consider of. The 
co-management of respective sea areas 
that falls under ACCOBAMS agreement. 
As it is a matter of great importance it 
would be discussed as a separate issue at 
a following volume. 

But what is it anticipated to be the 
outcomes of such a huge project. Ac-
cording to resolution 4.15 which was 
approved in 2010 at the Meeting of the 
Parties to the Agreement on the Con-
servation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea and contiguous At-
lantic area the Parties acknowledged the 
need of designating Marine Protected Ar-
eas. ASI program is to put a milestone in 
confirming those areas since they are still 
proposed by the decision of the parties 
and thus ACCOBAMS after the conclusion 
of the ASI program will put pressure that 
Member States should respect these ar-
eas in all their activities. The proposed 
MPAs according to resolution 4.15.

At the ASI workshop it was recalled 
that this is the right timing for ACCOBAMS 
to show an outgoing behavior and invite 
NATO and national navies in a workshop 
with main aim the conservation of Ceta-
ceans and the upcoming ASI. The matter 
of inviting NATO and national navies at a 
workshop has been thoroughly discussed 
at the last meeting of the Scientific Com-
mittee of ACCOBAMS in Monaco. It has 
been assigned to Greece to find the ap-
propriate Point of Contact. But what is the 
gain for NATO from participating in such 
a workshop? The situation will continue 
to be volatile and unstable whenever a 
new stranding event will take place. This 
workshop will emphasize the need of re-
specting the procedures that ACCOBAMS 
is introducing. Some NATO countries or 
PfP are not ACCOBAMS members and 
vice-versa. But the area of operations re-
mains the same. Therefore there is a need 
for applying protocols that would ensure 
us about the results of the exercises. The 
workshop will show how the ACCOBAMS 
Scientific Committee can provide advice 
and assistance with respect to mitigat-
ing adverse effects on cetaceans for any 
future exercises. Since military activities 
are a sensitive matter potential dialogue 
with navies of all Range States to the 



articles

23

Agreement area is sought. Some of the 
objectives of the workshop could namely 
be to examine and evaluate existing mit-
igation approaches/regulations, identify 
and assess the likely efficacy of potential 
new ones and make recommendations 
for further work, including identifying 
mitigation measures for priority popula-
tions/areas as appropriate and methods 
to examine efficacy. To develop scientific 
and conservation recommendations and 
a three-year work plan for consideration 
by NATO and ACCOBAMS. To update the 
existing noise guidelines regarding naval 
sonar for the conservation of cetaceans 
during the workshop. To promote the 
collaboration between NATO and ACCO-
BAMS through compliance to harmo-
nized rules and procedures for the con-
servation of cetaceans and more that can 
be suggested from both sides. 

Regarding the conservation of Ceta-
ceans NATO and the Centre for Maritime 
Research and Experimentation (CMRE) 
has developed marine mammal detec-
tion technologies that can be towed by 
ships in order to have an early aware-
ness.   An example of this type of detec-
tion technology is the Compact Passive 
Acoustic Monitor (CPAM), developed at 
NURC. The CPAM uses four hydrophones 
in a compact volumetric configuration 
and may be towed from a ship, but it is 

also suited for autonomous operation 
when integrated in buoys, AUVs, or glid-
ers. Software developed for the CPAM 
analyzes the hydrophone data to detect, 
classify, and localize marine mammals in 
an efficient way at maximal distances. 
Under this perspective NATO owns the 
technology but there is scarce informa-
tion and application of it around NATO 
countries. As a system CPAM is not in-
cluded in the NATO directive for the 
conservation of cetaceans and therefore 
there is no early awareness system in 
hand. Areas of high abundance of ceta-
ceans like Greece could make good use 
of such technologies. It would be a key in 
negotiations with ACCOBAMS since there 
is a rising concern about the finalization 
of MPAs which should be implemented 
in the national legislation of a Member 
State in the years to come. 

Concluding NATO is and should re-
main a frontier in environmental pro-
tection but synergies are always sought 
under the right perspective. The dynamic 
of NATO while operating is enormous. 
Greece has proven to be a solid ally with 
respect to its obligations against NATO 
and ACCOBAMS. Has shown that even 
though there is a vast amount of variety 
and abundance of living species in the 
Hellenic Seas, it is an active NATO mem-
ber with a rising involvement in exercises 

and a high sensitivity when it comes to 
environmental compliance. Greece since 
2013 and on stood for NATO regarding 
operational issues with respect to the en-
vironment  and will do it again but as an 
ACCOBAMS member is also favoring the 
protection of life at sea. A step forward 
would be the ACCOBAMS-NATO work-
shop where both would discuss with em-
phasis to cooperation. Special thanks go 
to NRDC-GR for hosting this article show-
ing its environmental considerations.

Vasileios Petropoulos 
OF-4 (HEN)

NRDC-GR/J2
Msc Marine Biologist

Chief Knowledge Management
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Comprehensive Operations Planning Course in NRDC-GR

 ATO Rapid Deployable Corps 
– Greece, (NRDC-GR) conducted a two 
weeks Comprehensive Operations Plan-
ning Course in the Headquarters prem-
ises in “Pedion Areos Camp” in Thessa-
loniki, from the 6th to the 17th February 
2017, under the auspices of NATO school 
Oberammergau (NSO).

The aim of the school was to train 
planners from all NRDC-GR branches in 
the full range of the Alliance’s core tasks, 
as set by the Strategic concept, collective 
defense, crisis management and coop-
erative security, focused mostly on Joint 
Operations according to the ongoing HQ 
transition to a Joint Task Force HQ, incor-
porating all aspects of the new global se-
curity challenges and the comprehensive 
approach.

The very demanding course highlight-
ed the determination of NRDC-GR lead-
ership to maximize the capabilities and 
the effectiveness of its personnel in the 
comprehensive operations planning pro-

N
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cess, in order to achieve the appropriate 
standards in the upcoming National eval-
uation this year and the Joint Evaluation 
the first semester of 2018.

The successful graduation of 50 par-
ticipants from this high level course 
presented in the best possible way the 
professionalism of both National and 
International staff as well as their op-
timism and excellent human relations 
established, both multipliers to the on-
going effort of the continuity of the past 
NRDC-GR HQ’s successes.
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“Battle of Philippi” Review
under NATO Joint Planning Perspective

    great initiative took place 
from the 2nd to the 3rd March of 2017, 
in NRDC-GR under its continuous evolu-
tion towards the transition to a JTF HQ. 
A Joint Planning Team from the HQ, in 
order to materialize in the best way the 
knowledge acquired from the resent 
launched Comprehensive Operations 
Planning Course, worked together in a 
historical case study setting the Strate-
gic, Operational and Tactical dimensions 
of the “Battle of Philippi” that took place 
in 42 BC in the area of Philippi in Mac-
edonia, Greece.

The new project will be extended 
along the year and will consist of num-
ber of visits to different battlefields 
based on barracks studies. The following 
battles considered as part of the project: 
The Sparta’s Thracian Campaign and the 
Battle of Amphipolis (422 BC), during 
the Peloponnesian War between Athe-
nian General Gleon and Spartan General 
Brasidas troops.

This first activity, the “Battle of Philip-
pi, was between the Roman forces of 
Marcus Antonius and Octavianus (of sec-
ond Triumvirate) and those of Marcus 
Junius Brutus and Gaius Cassius known 

A
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as Liberators and leaders of the Republi-
cans. The importance of this battle sum-
marized in three major factors: Firstly 
the battle initiated the transformation 
of the Roman Empire, secondly it had a 
crucial impact in the latter events to the 
known civilized World at the time, and 

lastly is was a strategic battle because it 
combined tactics, principles of War and 
conclusions that are effective during the 
time, even today.

Briefings that took place during the 
two days included the Political-Strategic 
situation, the opposing parties composi-

tion, the illustration of the battle field, 
the Centers of Gravity for both sides, the 
Strategic Operational Objectives, the exe-
cution phase of the battle and finally les-
sons learned – identified from the study. 
The event concluded with a field study in 
the locations where the battle took place 
in 42 BC and a visit in the homonym mu-
seum in the city of Philippi, Greece.

The translation of this significant his-
torical battle brought a variety of lessons 
to the planners that benefit from not only 
connecting the battle with the modern 
operational planning, but also working as 
a team had the opportunity to exchange 
views and collaborate while working to-
gether, key points for the upcoming Crisis 
Response Planning process for Exercise 
Gordian Knot 2017 this year.
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 ATO Rapid Deployable Corps – 
Greece (NRDC-GR) conducted success-
fully the J3 Air Branch “PEGASOS” semi-
nar, entitled “3rdDimension Operations 
through the Prism of Jointness”, from 6th 
to 7th of March 2017, which is held on an 
annual basis, in the Headquarters’ prem-
ises in Thessaloniki.

Subject Matter Experts from NATO 
Headquarters and NRDC-GR Affiliated 
Units where among the participants, 
added value to the seminar, enhancing 
the multinational cooperation and bene-
fit all personnel, for a better understand-
ing of facts and figures, concerning Air 
Space Management parameters in a Joint 
Operational Environment.

The last session of the seminar includ-
ed an overview and open discussion, set-
ting the opportunity for all participants 
to exchange opinions with their coun-
terparts, about crucial issues, related to 
the management of the airspace from 
various perspectives. Additionally, close 
links among airspace users benefit the 
participation and enhancing the already 
excellent cooperation established in the 

N

NRDC-GR J3 Air “Pegasos” Seminar 2017 

previous years.
The seminar was conducted in a very 

fruitful and constructive atmosphere, 
being a unique opportunity to exchange 
opinions, knowledge and professional 
developments, providing all attendees 
with a considerable sum of additional ex-
perience.
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 n 14th to 15th of March 2017, 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece 
(NRDC-GR) hosted the Main Planning 
Conference (MPC) of the GORDIAN KNOT 
2017 (GOKT17) exercise at Headquarters 
(HQ) premises, in Thessaloniki.

The DCOS Plans, Brigadier General 
(ITA-A) Vitorio Antonio STELLA welcomed 
all the participants, respected represent-
atives of NRDC-GR HQ Branches, external 
participants from the Hellenic National 
Defence General Staff (HNDGS), the Hel-
lenic Army General Staff (HAGS) and the 
Affiliated Formations and Units, as well 
as the South-Eastern Europe Brigade 
(SEEBRIG).

The aim of the MPC was to collect final 
inputs for the upcoming exercise’s plan 
(EXPLAN) as required to gain endorse-
ment and enable the development of the 
remaining scenario modules. The Confer-
ence started with a plenary session and 
then spilled into syndicates for detailed 
planning. It demonstrated precisely the 
current situation of the Ex. GOKT – 17 
planning process.

The newly appointed Chief of Staff 
(COS), Major General Christos Drivas, in 
his first presence at NRDC-GR HQ, had 
the opportunity to attend the second day 

O

Ex. GORDIAN KNOT 2017 Main Planning Conference

events of the conference. In his closing 
remarks, he expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to all participants, not only 
for their presence and significant con-
tribution but also for their high level of 
professionalism and excellent work they 
have done so far.

In a nutshell the event helped in cre-
ating a common understanding in order 

to improve and to identify main expecta-
tions and training opportunities, being an 
excellent milestone in the NRDC-GR road 
map towards its transition to Joint Task 
Force HQ.
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NATO Budget Officers’ Conference 2017

 RDC-GREECE hosted the NATO 
Budget Officers’ Conference 2017, from  
22 to 24 March 2017, in the premises of  
Thessaloniki Officers’ Club, Greece. 

The Conference was organized, after 
the assignment of SHAPE, by KFOR/J8  
and  NRDC-GREECE/J8 and apart from 
SHAPE/J8 personnel, representatives 
from NATO International Military Staff 
(IMS),  NATO Command Structure (NCS) 
and Force Structure (NFS) HQs, and other 
NATO subordinated entities were present 
at Thessaloniki Officers’ Club during the 3 
days of the activity . In total,  50 military 
and civilian participants attended the 

N

Conference. 
The Budget Officers’ Conference 

2017 was initially addressed (opening 
remarks) by the Commander of NATO 
Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece (NRDC 
–GREECE), Major General (GR  A) Dimi-
trios BIKOS, who underlined that such 
conferences contribute to the adoption 
of best common practices of the finan-
cial management for  NATO entities  and 
serve the Alliance towards a more bal-
anced combination of practical necessi-
ties and financial  resources.

The purpose of  the  Conference, which 
was held for the first time in Greece, was  
to provide the opportunity to the Budget 
Officers  of  the above mentioned NATO 
entities  for  the maximum exchange of 
information, with special focus on the 
2018 budget preparation.  

In conclusion, Budget Officers’ Confer-
ence 2017 was successfully finalized as it 
served as a forum for sharing experience, 
knowledge and innovative ideas upon 
matters concerning the NATO budget of-
ficers’ community as a whole. 

NRDC-GREECE/J8, with its initiatives 

proved the ability to organize successful-
ly multinational events with participants 
from various countries and backgrounds. 
Additionally, the Conference was a per-
fect opportunity for our HQ  to promote 
its  role  and visibility to the Alliance and 
to communicate its past accomplish-
ments and future planned training activi-
ties.
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 n November 7th, “PEGASOS” 
Seminar was organized by NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Greece/ J3 Air  Branch 
(NRDC-GR/J3 AIR), in the HQ’s premises. 
HQ Branches and External participants 
from ΝΑΤΟ Command and Force Struc-
ture Headquarters, such as ΝΑΤΟ HQ Al-
lied Land Command, NRDC  - ESP,  RRC-FR 
and NRDC-ITA participated, adding value 
to the entitled seminar ‘Έxplοiting the 
3rd dimension during Joint Operations”, 
which is held on a annual basis.

The aim of the seminar was to cement 
the procedures related to airspace con-
trol in a high intensity conflict environ-
ment, moreover to enhance cooperation 
and establish close links among airspace 
users, along with multinational coopera-
tion and understanding of facts and fig-
ures concerning Airspace Management 
parameters ίn a Joint Operational Envi-
ronment. 

At the end, an overview and an open 
discussion followed, setting the opportu-
nity for all participants to exchange opin-
ions with their counterparts about crucial 
issues related to the management of the 
airspace from various perspectives. Ad-
ditionally, close links among airspace us-
ers benefit the participation and enhance 
the already close cooperation established 
in the previous years.

The seminar was conducted in a very 
fruitful and constructive atmosphere 
thus being a unique opportunity, by the 
presence of colleagues belonging to nu-
merous domains, to exchange opinions, 
knowledge and professional develop-
ment, providing all attendees with a con-
siderable sum of additional experience.

O

The 3rd Advanced FAST FAS & Dynamic Targeting 
Training Course in NRDC-GR
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  NRDC-GR Military Cooperation Seminar

 n March 31st, 2017, NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Greece organized a 
Civil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC) semi-
nar on “Cooperation between the Greek 
army and civilian entities during the man-
agement of the refugee issue in Greece”, 
where representatives from most of the 
major international organizations, sub-
ject matter experts and analysts had the 
opportunity to share experiences and 
best practices.

The following participants contrib-
uted, supporting this multi-dimensional, 
dynamic and culminating event: Profes-
sor of International Relations and Dean 
of the University of Macedonia Ilias 
Kouskouvelis, Mayor of Municipality of 
Paionia Christos Gountenoudis, UNCHR, 
ICRC, HRC, Smile of the Children, repre-
sentatives from KFOR, C’ Army Corps and 
its Subordinate Units, Hellenic Coastal 
Guard, Hellenic Police, and students from 
the Local Universities.

NRDC-GR Chief of Staff Major Gen-
eral Christos Drivas welcomed the par-
ticipants on behalf of the Commander 
Lieutenant General Dimitrios Bikos and 
pointed out in his opening remarks the 
significance of such initiatives. Addition-

Ο

ally, he added that “People have to take 
seriously this issue, since people are of-
ten victims of conflicts and civil wars, and 
that the international community has the 
ultimate responsibility, based in its prin-
ciples of humanity, to take the necessary 
actions towards the mitigation of the 
refugee issue”. Moreover, he stated that 
the Hellenic Armed Forces were the best 
choice during the time of the refugee 
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crisis since as in every nation the armed 
forces represent the best available and 
ready tool for governments for such kind 
of extended crises.

The aim of the seminar was to define 
and formalize lessons and best practices, 
useful for NATO member states in such 
kind of future operations, using as the 
basis the Greek Armed Forces successful 
example and their effective contribution, 
along with other Governmental or Non-
Governmental Organizations, during the 
high influx of refugees in the Greek Ae-
gean Sea and main land the last years.

Deputy Chief of Staff Plans Division 
Brigadier General Vittorio Stella, chair-
man of the seminar, pointed out that “our 
focus should be in the short and middle 
term solutions without excluding the long 
term ones”. Moreover he added that “we 
have to take seriously the impact of cul-
tural and religious dimensions that may 
affect our organization’s foundation val-
ues”. He concluded that “we have to ana-
lyze this phenomenon in a wider basis, 

not only within our nations’ borders but 
also in the wider EU and Mediterranean 
borders”.

The seminar was part of a series of 
NRDC-GR events in the framework of the 
Comprehensive Approach and the col-
laboration with civilian entities, aiming 
to enhance the level of understanding 

among all actors may involve in a future 
potential new crisis. Taking advantage of 
the recent refugee crisis management in 
order to achieve maximum outcomes of 
this event, NRDC-GR continues to pre-
pare and further develop enhanced ca-
pabilities, to meet the Alliance’s future 
security challenges.
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  NRDC-GR  ”Ikaros Seminar 2017”

 n May 17th 2017, NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Greece Air Opera-
tions Coordination Centre (NRDC-GR/
AOCC) conducted “IKAROS” Seminar in 
the HQ premises, with the participation 
of Air Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) from 
NATO Air Command (AIRCOM) and Span-
ish Joint Force Air Component Command 
(ESP JFACC). 

       The aim of the seminar was to fa-
miliarize and update the Joint Staff of our 
HQ and to analyze selected Joint Force Air 
Component Command (JFACC) tasks and 
procedures interacting with a JTF HQ, in 

Ο

order to facilitate the transformation of 
NRDC-GR, in the frame of its upcoming 
National and Joint Evaluation in 2017 and 
2018 respectively. 

       During the seminar academic brief-
ings were delivered so as to establish a 
forum for productive discussion and shar-
ing experience among attendees. Supple-
menting NRDC-GR briefers, Wing Com-
mander (RAF) Neil Cooper from AIRCOM/
Air Liaison Office supported the seminar 
by delivering briefs of common interest 
and elaborating the view of AIRCOM with 
regards to the Supported/Supporting re-

lationship. 
       The seminar was productive and 

helped in creating a common under-
standing of facts and figures concerning 
Air parameters in Joint Environment as 
well as to standardize actions and pro-
cedures in given tasks. The participation 
from ESP JFAC and the valuable contribu-
tion of AIRCOM assisted the professional 
development and enhancement of its 
already close cooperation established 
during the previous years with NRDC-GR/
AOCC, that highlights the unity of the Al-
liance and the mutual support among its 
Nations.
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 n May 29th to 30th 2017, NATO 
Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece hosted 
the Rapid Reaction Corps – France (RRC-
FR) Conference, with the participation of 
subject matter experts (SMEs) delegation 
from RRC-FR, leaded by RRC – FR DCOS 
Plans & Environment Brigadier General 
Philippe BOISGONTIER.

The aim of the conference was to 
share the experience gained by RRC – FR 
SMEs during the last JTF evaluation in the 
framework of TRIDENT JAGUAR 17. The 

O

RRC – FR Shares Experiences with NRDC – GR

agenda consisted of a combination of 
briefings and open discussions covering 
all aspects from doctrine to operations 
through training and exercise processes, 
including best practices identified during 
all phases.

The conference was productive, add-
ing valuable experience to NRDC-GR 
staff, in order to be prepared towards the 
upcoming 2018 evaluation, as Joint HQ. 
The RRC – FR contribution has been very 
significant, highlighting the close coop-
eration and mutual support among NATO 
Nations.
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 NRDC-GR Hosts ACO CIMIC Key Leaders Conference

 rom May 31st to June 2nd 2017, 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece 
(NRDC-GR) hosted in its premises in 
Thessaloniki, the ACO CIMIC Key Leaders 
Conference 2017, organized by SHAPE J9 
Division in collaboration with US EUCOM 
HQ/J9.

The aim of the conference was to 
provide mechanisms to address devel-
opments which have direct or indirect 
impact upon ACO CIMIC/CMI activities. 
CLKC17 provided an important forum for 
exchange of ideas and information on 
developments related to CMI and the en-
hancement of ACO and National Compo-
nent CIMIC capability while at the same 
time it was also an opportunity for the 
NATO CIMIC community to network and 
build cohesion.

The event was attended by represent-
atives at ACOS/Branch Head level with 
an interest in responsibilities for CIMIC & 
CMI from ACO, ACT as well as other Non 
NATO Entities, such as The International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Transpar-
ency International, George C. Marshall 
European Center for Security Studies, 
the University of Makedonia and La7 
Headline News. VCOS SHAPE Lieutenant 
General Hugues DELORT-LAVAL chaired 
the conference. Ambassador Susan ELLI-
OTT, US EUCOM Civilian DCOM and For-
eign Policy Advisor also participated to 
the event, presenting “The US view over 
future strategic trends and challenges”. 
Overall participation reached 65 military 
and civilian representatives.

F
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 “TRIDENT JAGUAR 2018” Initial Planning Conference

 rom June 7th to June 9th 2017, 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece 
Headquarters (NRDC-GR HQ), hosted in 
its premises in Thessaloniki, Exercise Tri-
dent Jaguar 2018 (TRJR18), - Initial Plan-
ning Conference (IPC), conducted by Joint 
Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS) and 
directed by Joint Warfare Centre (JWC).

 Commander NRDC GR HQ, Lieuten-
ant General Dimitrios BIKOS, during his 
opening remarks welcomed all partici-
pants and highlighted the importance of 
exercise TRJR 18 for NRDC-GR. During his 
remarks he stated that “The IPC, to my 
opinion, is the most important event dur-
ing the exercise planning process due to 
the fact it consist the basis of the plan-
ning of the exercise”.

F
 The aim of the conference was to 

develop the Exercise Planning Guid-
ance, the initial effort on the exercise 
plan (EXPLAN), the collaboration on the 
exercise scenario as well as to start syn-
dicate work in all the relevant areas of 

expertise. The IPC started with a plenary 
session and split into different syndicates 
and sub- syndicates.  

 The event was attended by repre-
sentatives from all participating in the 
exercise NATO Entities and Non-NATO 
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entities (SHAPE, SACT, JWC, MARCOM, 
AIRCOM, MNJHQ ULM, FRA MAR FOR, 
DEU JFAC, ESP JFAC, NCIA, NCISG, JF-
CBS, MNC NE, 2NSB, BwCISOM, SEE-
BRIG), comprising the training au-
diences, HNs, designed supporting 
centers, entities and agencies that has 
been invited to attend the TRJR 18 IPC, 
by JFCBS.

 IPC continues one of a series of 
events towards NRDC-GR Joint Evalua-

tion in the year 2018 and an opportu-
nity to bring together National and In-
ternational staff from the wider NATO 
community. Through exercise TRJR 18, 
NRDC-GR will demonstrate its capac-
ity to command Small Joint Operations 
Land Heavy and its readiness to under-
take its role within the Alliance accord-
ing the Long Term Rotation Plan. 
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        rom June 12th to June 15th 2017, 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece 
Headquarters (NRDC-GR HQ), hosted in 
its premises in Thessaloniki, the 2017 
SAGE Workshop and Training for GRF(L) 
HQ’s. The event was attended by repre-
sentatives from the Graduated Readi-
ness Forces (Land) HQs using SAGE 300 
ERP as their financial software and the 
consulting company in charge of their 
support.

 Chief of Staff (COS) of NRDC GR-HQ, 
Major General DRIVAS Christos, wel-
comed all the attendees underlining the 
role of the extended use of technology 
advancements within the financial proce-
dures, whilst NRDC-GR/Financial Control-
ler Col (HE A) RATSIKAS Georgios, chair-
man of the workshop, continued with the 
introductory statements.

 The activity consisted of two parts 
aiming at fulfilling multiple objectives. 
Firstly, a discussion took place whereby 
all the attendees exchanged knowledge 
and experience gained via the use of 
SAGE 300 ERP. After the second day, dur-
ing the training part of the event, the 
HQ’s delegates were trained on specific 
modules of the software.

 NRDC-GR has accomplished in very 
short period significant milestones, such 
as successful customization of software 
in total compliance with NATO financial 
regulations, transition to Cloud environ-
ment and electronic archiving of support-
ing documents  of accounting function. 
The latter achievement composes an in-
novation that NRDC-GR was the first to 
adopt within NATO Force Structure (NFS) 
community, demonstrating the future 
prospects for the upgrade of financial 
procedures within NATO.

 2017 SAGE Workshop & Training for GRF (L) HQ’s

F
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Military Engineer and Geographic Seminar 
in NRDC-GR HQ

 ATO Rapid Deployable Corps 
– Greece Headquarters (NRDC-GR HQ), 
conducted in its premises in Thessaloniki, 
the 2017 “DIADES of PELLA” and “STRAV-
ON” Seminar with the participation of 
ENG and GEO Staff Officers from NATO 
HQs, the Hellenic Army General Staff/
GEO Directorate and Hellenic Engineers 
(ENG) Formation/Units.

 Chief of Staff (COS) of NRDC GR-HQ, 
Major General DRIVAS Christos, wel-
comed all the participants, expressed 
that the Headquarters will keep on train-
ing its multinational personnel alongside 

N

external participants and Subject Matter 
Experts from NATO Community, adapting 
doctrines and procedures, to accomplish 
the suitable ability and capacity to meet 
its level of ambition for future upcoming 
challenges.

 The aim of the Seminars was to im-
prove knowledge, interoperability and 
communication within the Military En-
gineer (MILENG) and Geographic (GEO) 
community regarding NRDC-GR’s future 
role as a Joint HQ. Key objectives were 
to maintain NATO MILENG and GEO net-
work, to share experience as well as to 
promote relevant concepts and way of 
thinking.

 During the seminars, informative 
sessions on Crisis Response Operational 
Urgent Requirements (CURs) and Re-
quirements Review Board (RRB) were ex-
ecuted by Subject Matter Experts (SMEs), 
while the Hellenic Army General Staff/
Geographic Branch presented the new 
trends in holographic maps.  

 Both Seminars were exceptionally 

profitable, sharing information and com-
mon understanding in different process-
es. The external participation with the 
parallel contribution of NRDC/JENG as-
sisted the professional development, up-
grading the cooperation between NATO 
entities as well as highlighting the Alli-
ance solidarity and the common support 
among its members.
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 rom 11th to 12th July 2017, 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – 
Greece (NRDC-GR) hosted in Thessa-
loniki, Greece the NATO Strategic Di-
rection South Conference, organized 
by Allied Land Command for Joint 
Force Command Naples.

Representatives from Allied Land 
Command, NATO Rapid Deployable 
Corps-Greece, Joint Force Command 
Naples and other NATO headquar-
ters, a number of representing organ-
izations such as the European Union, 
African Union, USAID, and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-

 NATO Strategic Direction – South Conference 
Hosted by NRDC-GR

F



seminars - conferences

42

gees attended the conference.
During the conference, the lead-

ers of the three NATO headquarters 
brought together a wide range of mil-
itary and civilian experts, both inside 
and outside of NATO, for a conference 
in order to further examine in greater 
detail what the Hub might be, how it 
will operate and help refine the Hub’s 
areas on interest.

Academia was also represented 
through presenters that came from 
the German Development Institute, 
European Institute for Security Stud-
ies and the Center for Strategic Stud-
ies at the University of Jordan to 
present their perspective on the chal-
lenges of the regions.

Lt. Gen. Dimitrios BIKOS, Com-
mander of NRDC-GR, praised LAND-
COM, and General Williams personal-
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ly, for such a remarkable organization, 
highlighting in his closing remarks 
that “The wide range of organizations 
represented and the variety of per-
spectives that have been brought to 
the table was extremely helpful”.
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FCC & MEL/MIL for EX.”GORDIAN KNOT 2017” 
in NRDC-GR HQ

F rom 12th to 13th September, 
2017, NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – 
Greece HQ hosted the Final Coordina-
tion Conference (FCC) of Exercise GOR-
DIAN KNOT 17 (GOKT-17), as well as 
the Main Event List / Main Incident List 
(MEL/MIL) Workshop that took place 
from the 11th to 15th September, 2017, 
in its premises. 

NRDC-GR Chief of Staff, during his 
opening remarks, highlighted the impor-
tance of both events that are part of the 
HQ’s main training activities for 2017, 
towards the National Evaluation for 
2017 and the NATO evaluation in 2018, 
for NRDC-GR HQ transformation into a 
Joint Task Force (JTF) Headquarters.

The aim of the FCC was to accomplish 
final coordination activities required for 
the conduct of the Operational Con-
duct Stage (Sub-Phases IIIA and IIIB) in 
line with the Exercise Planning Process 
(EPP).

Participants of both events included 
representatives from Hellenic National 
Defense General Staff, Hellenic 1st Army 
Command, Aristotle University of Thes-
saloniki, NRDC-GR Affiliated Units & 
Subordinate Formations, RRC France, 
Spanish JFAC and the HQ staff.

All participants demonstrated, indi-
vidually and collectively, dedication to 
the successful accomplishment of their 
duties, willingness to give their time and 
energy to the future challenges, promis-
ing team spirit and exceptional perfor-
mance for a remarkable execution of 
exercise GOKT17.
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 Advanced Targeting Training Course in NRDC-GR

 n September 18th to 22nd, 
2017, NATO Rapid Deployable Corps 
Greece Joint Fires Branch conducted the 
“Advanced FAST-FAS & Dynamic Target-
ing” external training course at the HQ 
premises in Thessaloniki, Greece. The 
course attended participants from NATO 
Command and Forces Structure Head-
quarters (NCS & NFS HQs) as well as 
representatives from NRDC-GR affiliated 
and subordinate units.

NRDC-GR Chief of Staff (COS) wel-
comed all the participants, highlighted 
the importance for such initiatives that 
constitute a great opportunity for the 
young officers to acquire the neces-
sary knowledge and skills to use these 
function systems as well as for the older 
ones to be updated and be familiar with 
new procedures.

The course has been designed to 
prepare multinational NATO Command 
Structure and NATO Force Structure 
personnel to be ready to participate as 
members of Dynamic Targeting or Time 
Sensitive Targets Cells. The training fo-
cused to provide the participants with 
the necessary knowledge and to de-
velop their skills to use FAST application 
in dynamic and targeting procedures up 
to the advance level, including configu-
ration-setup of the relevant tools in or-
der to match NATO targeting standards, 
including both the Land and the Joint 
perspective.

The meeting was conducted in a 
very fruitful atmosphere with its broad 
participation has set the conditions for 
a successful continuation of targeting 

O

courses organized by NRDC-GR HQ the 
last years. NRDC-GR is seeking any op-
portunity to work together with Sister 
HQs and the wider NATO community, in 
order to achieve the maximum outcome 
for each event as a force multiplier to 
its National and Multinational person-
nel, utilizing and enhancing the Hellenic 
commitment to the Alliance. 

O
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NATO Land Community Meeting in NRDC-GR HQ

 n September 20th to 21st, 
2017, NATO Rapid Deployable Corps 
Greece hosted the 29thGraduated Re-
sponse Forces (Land) (GRF(L)) Doctrine 
and Procedures Working Group (D&P 
WG) at the HQ premises in Thessaloniki, 
Greece. The meeting constitutes a bi-
annual event, chaired and organized by 
Allied Land Command (LANDCOM).

The aim of the working group was 
to enhance mutual understanding and 
support inside the GRF (L) Headquarters 
community and, between the GRF (L) 
and NATO Command Structure (NCS). 
Furthermore, a goal of this forum was 
to serve as group in order to harmonize 
and coordinate the land view in relation 
to Policy, Doctrine and Concept Develop-
ment. Additionally, the event aimed to 
present a consolidated land position and 
facilitate common ground between (GRF 
(L) HQs, NCS and those formations and 
units assigned for training and opera-
tions.

The 29th D & P WG, was initially ad-
dressed by the Chief Of Staff (COS) of 
NRDC–GR who underlined the signifi-
cance of such opportunities among the 
Land Community, while LANDCOM ACOS 
G7 highlighted the important role of all 
the NATO Land Community in the way 
ahead of the Alliance, and expressed his 
great appreciation and compliments to 
NRDC-GR HQ for the support provided.

The meeting was conducted in a very 
fruitful atmosphere with its broad par-
ticipation provided an excellent venue 
for all GRF (L) to sum up the future chal-
lenges and pave the way ahead for the 

O

Land Community. NRDC-GR is seeking 
any opportunity to work together with 
Sister HQs and the wider NATO com-
munity, keeping the appropriate level of 
human relationships in order to achieve 
the maximum outcome for each event 
as a force multiplier to its National and 
Multinational personnel, utilizing and 
enhancing the Hellenic commitment to 
the Alliance. 
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 Target Engagement Authority - Senior Leaders

 n September 28th, 2017, NATO 
Rapid Deployable Corps Greece host-
ed the “Target Engagement Authority 
– Senior Leaders” seminar at the HQ 
premises in Thessaloniki, Greece. The 
seminar was held under responsibility of 
NATO School Oberammergau (NSO) and 
is part of the Joint Targeting Interoper-
ability Curriculum. The NRDC-GR Com-
mand Group and Senior leaders from 
the branches attended the course.

Commander NRDC GR HQ, Lieuten-
ant General Dimitrios BIKOS, during his 
opening remarks welcomed all partici-
pants and highlighted the importance of 
targeting as a crucial function towards 
the upcoming National Evaluation in 
2017 and NATO Joint Evaluation in 2018. 
Additionally, he prompted the attendees 
to pay special attention to the lectur-
ers and to exchange their views for the 
benefit of having with us Subject Matter 
Experts from NATO School Oberammer-
gau with a vast experience on the real 
operations.

 The aim of this seminar was to pro-
vide NRDC-GR key leaders and Targeting 
process members with the sufficient 
knowledge on targeting function. The 
main topics included the importance 
of clear Direction & Guidance from the 
Strategic down to the tactical level, the 
campaign synchronization process dur-
ing the targeting cycle, the National guid-
ance and caveats, the Collateral Damage 
Estimate procedure, the Dynamic and 
Time Sensitive Targets planning and ex-
ecution issues, the importance of intel-
ligence and lessons learned during real 
ops and more. A special emphasis was 
given to the legal issues in the targeting 
process with aim to minimize collateral 

O

damages both to civilians and protection 
of cultural property. 

It was a highly productive seminar and 
a unique opportunity for the stuff to get 
the desired knowledge, experience and 
training about their roles and responsi-
bilities within the targeting framework. 
HQ NRDC-GR continues to prepare and 
train its staff at high level of operational 
standards in order to reach and sustain 
the full range of JTF capabilities, ready to 
conduct the entire spectrum of military 
operations as JTF HQ.
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NATO’s SNMG2 German Frigate Reception 
in Thessaloniki, Greece 

C ommander of C’Army Corps & 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece 
(NRDC-GR), Lieutenant General Dimitri-
os BIKOS, attended a reception held on-
board by the German Navy’s air-defense 
frigate FGS Sachsen Commander, Rear 
Admiral Axel Deertz, on the 28th Janu-
ary, 2017, in Thessaloniki port, Greece.

German Navy’s air-defense frigate 
F-219 FGS Sachsen, type 124 class, is the 
flagship of NATO’s Standing Maritime 
Group 2 (SNMG2).

A flag ceremony took place dur-
ing the reception where both Anthems 
of Greece and Germany were played. 
Greek personnel and Senior National 
Representatives from NRDC-GR Troops 
Contributing Nations with their families 
along with other distinguished visitors 
from the local civilian and military au-
thorities attended the reception.
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1st Hellenic Army Commander Visits NRDC-GR

C ommander of NATO Rapid De-
ployable Corps – Greece (NRDC-GRC), 
Lieutenant General Dimitrios BIKOS, 
welcomed in the Headquarters’ prem-
ises the Commander of 1st Hellenic 
Army, Lieutenant Dimokritos ZERVAKIS, 
who paid an official visit in Headquarter 
premises, on Wednesday, February 1st , 
2017.

After an official welcome ceremony, 
a briefing delivered to the distinguished 
visitor in the HQ’s main planning confer-
ence room “Alexander the Great”, re-
garding the structure, role and mission 
of the Headquarters as well as the up-
coming challenges on the way ahead to 
NRDC-GR transition to Joint Headquar-
ters (JHQ).

Lieutenant General Dimokritos ZER-
VAKIS expressed his deep appreciation 
for the great job and the significant mile-
stones achieved by NRDC-GR the last 
years and his confidence that NRDC-GRC 
HQ will be capable of accomplishing any 
assigned mission in the future.

After a ceremonial emblem exchange 
and a commemorative family photo in 
the Landmark of NRDC-GR HQ, the dis-
tinguished visitor had a tour to the HQ 
facilities, including the Deployable Digi-
tal Printery and the Deployable Air Op-
erations Coordination Center, unique ca-
pabilities among NATO community. 
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 ommander of NATO Rapid De-
ployable Corps – Greece, Lieutenant 
General Dimitrios BIKOS, welcomed in 
the Headquarters’ premises the Depu-
ty Commander (DCOM) of Allied Land 
Command (LANDCOM), Lieutenant Gen-
eral Paolo RUGGIERO, who paid an offi-
cial visit on Wednesday, February 15th, 
2017.

The General, after an official wel-
come ceremony, had an office call with 
the Commander of NRDC-GR, where 
they discussed subjects related with fu-
ture plans to enhance the already excel-
lent cooperation between the two HQs. 
A briefing delivered to the distinguished 
visitor in the HQ’s main planning confer-
ence room “Alexander the Great”, re-
garding the structure, role and mission 
of the Headquarters as well as the up-
coming challenges on the way ahead to 
NRDC-GR transition to Joint Headquar-
ters (JHQ). A fruitful discussion followed 
related with interoperability, standardi-
zation of procedures between LAND-
COM and GRFs (L) as well as the coop-
eration with the affiliated units.

DCOM LANDCOM in the begin-
ning of his remarks transferred his 
Commander’s,Lieutenant General Dar-
ryl A. WILLIAMS, solidarity to NRDC-GR 
HQ. In continuing the General expressed 
his admiration for the fantastic job and 
the significant milestones achieved by 
NRDC–GR concerning the transition to 
JHQ, his appreciation for the warm hos-
pitality that he received during the visit 
as well as highlighted the professional-
ism, the quality and the commitment 

C

Allied Land Command Deputy Commander 
Visits NRDC-GR

of NRDC –GR HQ’s personnel, national 
and international, showed to the tasks.

After a ceremonial emblem exchange 
and a commemorative family photo in 
the Landmark of NRDC-GR HQ the dis-
tinguished visitor had a small tour to 
the HQ facilities, including the Deploy-
able Digital Printery and Deployable Air 
Operations Coordination Center, unique 
capabilities among NATO community. 
The event concluded with a visit in the 
war museum of Thessaloniki where the 
distinguished visitor had the chance to 
address to the Italian contingence of 
NRDC-GR HQ.



community relations

5151

NRDC-GRC Celebrates the 
139th Bulgarian Anniversary Day

O  n March 10th, 2017, NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps Greece Headquarters 
(NRDC-GRC HQ) celebrated the Bulgarian 
Liberation Day. The event honored with 
their presence the Commander of NRDC-
GRC, Lieutenant General Dimitrios BIKOS, 
the Bulgarian Consul General Mr. Vladimir 
PISANCHEV, the entire staff of the HQ as 
well as many Bulgarian invitees living in 
Thessaloniki.

Deputy Commander of NRDC-GRC, 
Major General (BGR A) Dimitar ILIEV, as 
Senior Bulgarian Officer in the HQ, in the 
speech of the day, expressed his deepest 
gratitude to Greece as the Host Nation 
as well as to all contributing Nations for 
the opportunity provided to the Bulgarian 
Contingent to raise the Bulgarian Flag on 
their National Day.

Furthermore, talking about the impor-
tance of the day, he added that it is the 
139th anniversary of the Liberation of 
Bulgaria from the Ottoman Empire, a Lib-

eration that came as a result of the long 
and painful struggle of the Bulgarian peo-
ple. Additionally, he mentioned that the 
3rd of the March, 1878, became a symbol 
of freedom, heroism and realized dreams, 
a symbol of a new national pride and dig-

nity.
A particular event took place during 

the abovementioned ceremony. The Bul-
garian 61 st Mechanized Brigade “STRY-
AMSKA” affiliated unit handed over its 
flag to NRDC-GRC, marked in the best way 
the long standing cooperation and com-
mon training, as of one of the most pow-
erful units of the Bulgarian Army, with 
NRDC-GRC HQ’s.

The ceremony concluded with a re-
ception that took place in Thessaloniki’s 
Officers Club. Commander of NRDC-GRC 
during his remarks highlighted the excel-
lent relations between the Bulgarian con-
tingent and the rest of the HQ personnel 
as well as their significant contribution 
to the last years NRDC-GRC successes. 
With a specific reference he expressed his 
gratitude to his Bulgarian Deputy pointed 
out his professionalism, hard work and 
dedication to the NRDC-GRC transition to 
Joint HQ.
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O n Friday, March 24th, 2017, an 
official ceremony for the Hellenic Na-
tional Day took place in NATO Rapid De-
ployable Corps Greece - Headquarters in 
“PEDION AREOS” camp in Thessaloniki, 
in the frame of the Hellenic Revolution of 
March 25th, 1821.

The ceremony honored with their pres-
ence, the Commander of C’ Army Corps/
NRDC-GR, Lieutenant General (HE A) 
Dimitrios BIKOS, NRDC-GR Deputy Com-
mander Major General (BRG A) Dimitar 
ILIEV, General Consuls of the Troop Con-
tributing Nations to the HQ, Commanders 
and Representatives from NRDC-GR Affili-
ated Units, the entire HQ staff and family 
members.

The Chief of Staff of NRDC-GR Major 
General (HE A) Christos DRIVAS, during 
his speech said that “the flame and faith 
of freedom were always in the hearts of 
the Greeks, reinforced by the spirit and 
preaching of distinguished, well-educat-

NRDC-GR JHQ Celebrates the Hellenic National Day

ed civilians and priest”. Talking about the 
rebellion he added that “this was origi-
nated in the activities of the “Friendly 
Brotherhood” (Philiki Etaireia) a patriotic 
conspiracy founded in Odessa, Ukraine, 
in 1814”.

Moreover, the COS highlighted dur-
ing his speech the conditions that drove 
to the revolution in 1821, included the 
survival of the Greek Language that have 
been fostered for a long by the Greek Or-
thodox Church, the impact of Western 
revolutionary ideas such as the French 
revolution, and the desire for some form 
of independence among Greeks of all 
classes. A significant point during his 
speech was the reference to the Euro-
pean powers and their intervention and 
support that marked a new beginning in 
Hellenism’s historical course.

He concluded saying that “the values 
and ideas of those who fought in 1821 
continue to inspire us all. Through nation-
al unity, Hellenism will also win this new 
battle of the financial crisis that is so criti-
cal to the future of our Nation. Today, we 
are once more being called upon to join 
forces, to coordinate our efforts, and to 
overcome the financial crisis so that we 
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can hand over to the upcoming genera-
tions the future they deserve”.

The ceremony concluded with a re-
ception in NRDC-GR HQ premises. Com-
mander of NRDC-GR during his remarks 
pointed out the excellent relatios be-
tween the Greek personnel and the 
multinational staff as well as highlighted 
the TCNs significant contribution to the 
NRDC-GR successes. Talking about the fu-
ture of this HQ he assured that NRDC-GR 
will continue to offer the venue through 
which our Nations will demonstrate their 
unity and support to the Alliance.
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 n Sep 19th, 2016, the new Chief 
of Staff (COS) of Kosovo Force (KFOR) 
Brigadier General Patricia M. ANSLOW 
and Commander (COM) of KFOR Joint 
Logistics Support Group (JLSG) Colonel 
Arnold STAUDACHER visited NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps Greece Headquarters 
(NRDC-GR HQ) on the opportunity of 
their presence in Thessaloniki.

The distinguished visitor had an of-
ficial call by the Commander of NRDC 
– GR HQ Lieutenant General Alkividis 
STEFANIS where they had the opportu-
nity to discuss the current situation in 
Kosovo, agreeing for the importance of 
KFOR mission. A courtesy meeting was 
followed with the Deputy Commander of 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – Greece, 
Major General (BGR A) Dimitar Krumov 
ILIEV along with COS NRDC – GR HQ, Ma-
jor General Dimitrios BONORAS, focusing 
on Kosovo’s challenging environment.

During the visit they received a de-
tailed brief on the structure, mission and 
training activities of NRDC-GR HQ. “Fo-
cus on KFOR mission”, Brigadier General 
Patricia M. ANSLOW was interviewed by 
NRDC-GR PAO and in a comprehensive 
approach materialized the latest devel-
opments in the KFOR towards the future. 
In a special reference the General outline 
that “NRDC –GR HQ is a very ready force 
with much capability, you should be very 
proud”.

Before their departure, COS and JLSG 
COM of KFOR expressed their apprecia-
tion for the tremendous hospitality. The 
visit was concluded with a commemora-
tive family photo in the Landmark of the 
Headquarters.

O

Weekend Warriors in NRDC-GR
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 n Apr 5th 2017, a delegation 
from NATO Rapid Deployable Corps – 
Greece, led by the Deputy Commander 
Major General Dimitar ILIEV, visited the 
Multinational Joint Headquarters ULM, 
Germany.

The aim of the visit was to enhance 
the bilateral cooperation between the 
two HQs in the light of the upcoming 
NATO certification for both NRDC-GR 
and MN JHQ ULM as Joint Headquarters 

ΝRDC-GR Deputy Commander Visits 
MN JHQ ULM Germany

O in 2018.
DCOM of NRDC-GR had an office call 

with COM MN JHQ ULM Lieutenant Gen-
eral Richard ROSSMANITH in which he 
conveyed the intent of COM NRDC-GR 
LTG Dimitrios BIKOS to further deepen 
the bilateral cooperation in terms of 
common training opportunities and ex-
ercises as well as exploiting the experi-
ence acquired by the staff of both Head-
quarters.

Commander of Multinational Joint 
Headquarters ULM expressed his sat-
isfaction with the state of the existing 
cooperation and stressed on the impor-
tance of the mutual support between 
the two NATO HQs for the success of 
their future role.
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 he Commander of NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Greece, Lieutenant 
General Dimitrios BIKOS, welcomed the 
Commander of NATO Rapid Deployable 
Corps – Turkey, Lieutenant General Me-
hmet DAYSAL, who paid an official visit in 
the Headquarters premises, on Wednes-
day, May 3rd, 2017.

After the welcome ceremony, Lt Gen 
Mehmet DAYSAL, had an office call with 
the Commander of NRDC-GR, were they 
discussed subjects of common interest, 
exchanged their views in the current Al-
liance’s challenges and shared experi-
ences for both NRDC-GR and NRDC-T 
Headquarters.

The office call was followed by a brief-
ing presentation, regarding the struc-
ture, role and mission of the NRDC-GR 
Headquarters as well as the upcoming 
challenges, which lay ahead the NRDC-
GR transition to Joint Headquarters 
(JHQ). After the conclusion of the brief-
ing NRDC-T Commander expressed his 
appreciation for the “Great hospitality” 
by NRDC-GR and invited his counterpart 
for an official visit to Turkey.

NRDC-T is currently on the standby 
phase for NATO Joint Task Force mission 
until 2018 according the Alliance’s long 
term rotation plan. For 2006 the HQ is 
preparing for a sustainment exercise 
“Eurasian Star 2017” that is going to be 
held in December later this year.

The visit that was conducted in the 
spirit of mutual appreciation and dem-
onstrated the strong relation between 

T

Commander of NRDC-T Visits in NRDC-GR

the two NATO Force Structure (NFS) 
Headquarters, that share the same chal-
lenges as they are located in the South-
East flank of NATO. A short tour in NRDC-

GR HQ facilities and the Crisis Response 
Planning “Gordian Venture 2017” ongo-
ing exercise area concluded the event.
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 n June 23rd, 2017, NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Greece Headquar-
ters (NRDC-GR HQ) celebrated the Ro-
manian National Day, with a flag raising 
ceremony in front of the main building of 
the HQ at Pedion Areos camp. The event 
honored with their presence the Com-
mander of NRDC-GR, the Romanian con-
sul of Thessaloniki, the entire staff of the 
HQ as well as Romanian invitees living in 
Thessaloniki.

According to a speech delivered by 
Colonel Silviu Dan ARDELEANU the Na-
tional Representative in NRDC-GR “The 
tricolor is an absolute symbol of Ro-
manians everywhere. The national flag 
proudly waves in Europe and the world; 
it is worn with dignity by our troops in 
the theatres of operations all around the 
world”.

Furthermore, “The flag as a national 
symbol reminds us permanently about 
the sacrifices of our forerunners for a 
modern Romania, a national, sovereign, 
independent, unitary and indivisible 
nation, a partner of NATO and trustful 
member of the European Union”. Con-
cluding his speech the Romanian Nation-
al Representative expressed his warmest 
wishes for a stronger collaboration be-
tween the NATO countries.

Commander of NRDC-GR Lieutenant 
General BIKOS Dimitrios congratulated 
the entire Romanian contingent and the 
Romanian representatives for this anni-
versary, and expressed his appreciation 
for the significant contribution of the 
Romanian staff for all the last years’ suc-
cesses.

O

NRDC-GR celebrates the Romanian National Day
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 n Jun 30th, 2017, NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Greece Headquar-
ters (NRDC-GR HQ) held a ceremony on 
the occasion of the French National Day, 
(14th of July), with a flag raising in front 
of the main building of the HQ at “Pedi-
on Areos” camp. The event honored 
with their presence the French diplomat 
at Thessaloniki, several consultants, the 
entire staff of the HQ as well as French 
invites living in the city.

The French flag is formed with three 
colored vertical stripes of same size. Ac-
cording to the speech delivered by the 
French National Representative “Blue 
and red were taken from the colors of 
the militia of Paris, which was of spe-
cific influence during this very troubled 
period: the white was for centuries, the 
traditional color of the Monarchy… The 
flag was recognized in 1794, initially as 
a Navy combat Flag, but soon after, of-
ficially adopted as an emblem of the 
whole Nation.”

On 14th of July, French celebrates its 
National Day, in memory of July 1789 
when violent assault contacted by the 
people of Paris against LA BASTILLE, a 
castle in Paris that was a royal jail, the fall 
of which had appeared as the symbol of 
the end of the absolutism and by exten-
sion a celebration of the Republic.

NRDC-GR Chief of Staff representing 
Commander NRDC-GR Lieutenant Gen-
eral Dimitrios BIKOS, complimented the 
French personnel and representatives 
for this commemoration, and expressed 
his appreciation for the significant con-
tribution of the French staff to all the 

NRDC-GR Celebrates The French National Day

O

HQ’s achievements. After this traditional 
ceremony a reception was held at the 
premises of the HQ.
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 ommander of NATO Rapid De-
ployable Corps – Greece (NRDC-GRC) 
Lieutenant General Dimitrios BIKOS, wel-
comed in the Headquarters’ premises 
the Commander of NRDC-ITA Lieuten-
ant General Roberto PERRETTI, who paid 
an official visit, on Thursday, July 13th, 
2017.

The visit took place on the occasion 
of the NATO Strategic Direction – South 
Conference that took place in Thessa-
loniki, Greece, on 11 and 12 July 2017, 
which brought together a range of mili-
tary and civilian experts, both inside and 
outside NATO.

After an official ceremony in the prem-
ises of NRDC-GR, a briefing delivered to 
the distinguished visitor in the HQ’s main 
planning conference room, regarding the 
structure, role and mission of the Head-
quarters as well as the upcoming chal-
lenges on the way ahead to NRDC-GR 
transition to Joint Headquarters (JHQ).

Lieutenant General Roberto PERRETTI 
during his visit congratulated NRDC-GR 
staff for the excellent organization of the 
NSD-S conference occurred over the last 
two days and praised the Commander 
for the significant milestones achieved 
by NRDC-GR the last years. The two Gen-
erals agreed on examining further areas 
of common interest for the future in or-
der to enhance the already notable co-
operation between the two HQs.

After a ceremonial emblem exchange 
and a commemorative family photo in 
the Landmark of NRDC-GR HQ, the dis-
tinguished visitor had a tour to the HQ 
facilities, including the Deployable Digi-
tal Printery and the Deployable Air Op-
erations Coordination Center, unique ca-
pabilities among NATO community.

C

NRDC - ITA Commander Visits NRDC-GR HQ
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 n September 12th 2017, South 
– Eastern Europe Brigade “SEEBRIG” 
Commander, BGEN Tudorica PETRACHE 
(ROU Army) paid an official visit to NATO 
Rapid Deployable Corps – GR Headquar-
ters, where he had an office call with the 
Corps’ Chief of Staff Major General Chris-
tos DRIVAS.

BGEN Tudorica PETRACHE is not a 
stranger to NRDC-GR. From 2014 to 
2017, he served as Commander of 2nd 
Mountain Brigade “SARMIZEGETUSA”, 
an Affiliated Formation to our HQ.  On 
15th of March 2017 Brigadier General 
Tudorică PETRACHE was promoted as 
Deputy Chief Land Forces for Operations, 
Training and Doctrine and on August 
30th 2017 he was appointed as “SEE-
BRIG” Commander

BGEN PETRACHE expressed his sat-
isfaction with the state of the existing 
cooperation and stressed on the impor-
tance of the mutual support between 
the HQs for the success of their future 
missions.

SEEBRIG Commander Visits NRDC-GR

O
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 n Sep 17th, 2017, NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Greece Headquar-
ters (NRDC-GR HQ) Running Team partic-
ipated in “Leonidas’ Trophy”, a 25 kilom-
eters trekking race in honour of Spartan 
King Leonidas and his companions that 
fought against the Persians and fell to-
gether in the battle of Thermopylae on 
480 BC.

The race starting point was “Elefthero-
chori” village, on mount “Kallidromo”. 
The trekking route through the forest 
ended up at the Monument of Leonidas, 
at Thermopylae. The multinational run-
ning team of NRDC-GR HQ staff from It-
aly, Spain, Romania, Bulgaria and Greece 
participated in the trophy race, signifying 
once more the excellent esprit de corps 
of the HQ, as well as the energy and the 
dynamic characters of its members.

O

NRDC-GR in “Leonidas Trophy”
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